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Human 

Statue  of  Liberty 


submitted  by  Lee  Hartz 


This  Human  Statue  of  Liberty  consisted  of 
1 8,000  officers  and  men 
at  Camp  Dodge,  DesMoines,  I A 


Cliff 

Manthe 

[by  Gene  Johnson] 


On  Saturday,  July 
1 6th,  2008  our 
state  numismatic 
organization  lost  a 
dedicated,  long-time 
worker  and  supporter. 
Cliff  Manthe  was 
83  years  old. 


Mr.  Nice  Guy 


When  I became  the  5th  President  of  NOW 
in  1 968,  Cliff  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Governors,  a post  he  held  for  1 2 full  years 
(Four  3-year  terms). 


His  input  and  council  were  always  well 
thought  out  while  serving  on  the  Board,  and 
he  was  acting  as  a NOW  communication  link 
to  the  LaCrosse  and  Eau  Claire  Coin  Clubs. 


When  the  NOW  discord  of  1 974  split  the 
club  into  two  semi-hostile  camps,  Cliff  and 
his  friend,  Gordon  Gill,  were  the  “common 
denominators”  that  calmed  the  waters  during 
a period  when  it  looked  like  NOW  News  and 
the  state  organization  would  surely  fail. 

Cliff  fought  an  ongoing  battle  with  heart 
disease.  His  first  bypass  was  in  1 979,  but  he 
returned  to  the  NOW  Board  of  Governors  for 
two  more  terms,  1 984-1 992. 

Low-key  humor  was  a Cliff  Manthe  hallmark. 
His  lampooning  of  Norwegians  was  classic 
and  when  you  chatted  with  Cliff,  the  “Ole  and 
Lena”  stories  were  soon  to  come. 

As  his  Pastor  related  at  his  funeral,  “Cliff 
Manthe  was  a hard  man  not  to  like.” 

* * * 
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ANA 

News 


Coins  in  the 
Classroom 

A Professional 
Development 
Course  for  Teachers 


An  important  mission  of  the  ANA  is  to 
educate  and  encourage  the  study  and 
collecting  of  money  and  related  items  as  a 
way  to  better  understand  our  culture,  art, 
science  and  history.  To  help  accomplish  this 
goal,  the  ANA  has  designed  a professional 
development  course  targeted  for  educators. 

Teachers  enrolled  in  Coins  in  the  Classroom 
are  taught  to  use  coins  as  a vehicle  to 
improve  and  expand  upon  their  already 
existing  daily  lessons.  Coins  have  proven  to 
be  excellent  educational  tools  because  all 
children  are  familiar  with  coins  and  their  every 
day  use. 

No  prior  experience  with  coin  collecting  is 
necessary.  Coins  in  the  Classroom  does  not 
show  teachers  and  students  how  to  become 
hobbyists,  rather  the  purpose  of  the  course 
is  to  provide  concrete  materials  and  practical 
strategies  resulting  in  creative  and  confident 
educators. 

A wealth  of  supplies,  along  with  lessons  that 
meet  many  state  standards  are  included. 
Teachers  will  complete  assignments  and  earn 
a certificate  of  completion. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  ANA 
Education  Department  719-482-9845  or 
e-mail  citc@money.org. 


ANA  Tips  on 

HowTo  Buy  and  Sell  Gold  & Silver 

Gold  and  silver  prices  have  been  at  record 
levels  recently,  heightening  interest  in  buying 
and  selling  gold  and  silver  coins.  Consumers, 


however,  should  resist  the  temptation  to 
make  impulse  buys  or  to  sell  an  item  before 
researching  its  potential  value. 

The  ANA  urges  everyone  to  be  wary  of  cold- 
call  solicitations  or  mobile  offices,  set  up  in 
temporary  locations  such  as  motels,  offering 
instant  cash  for  gold  and  silver  coins.  Be 
patient,  be  informed  and  don’t  let  anyone 
pressure  you  into  making  impulsive  decisions. 

Following  is  a checklist  that  we  encourage 
you  to  follow  before  buying  or  selling  gold  or 
silver  bullion  coins. 

• The  reputation  and  expertise  of  your  bullion 
dealer  is  important.  Your  dealer  needs  to  be  a 
respected  name  in  the  industry  with  experience 
in  buying  and  selling  bullion  in  fluctuating 
markets.  ANA  dealers  must  adhere  to  a strict 
code  of  ethics. 

• Know  the  actual  cost  per  ounce  of  precious 
metals.  Gold  and  silver  prices  fluctuate 
daily,  so  check  the  day’s  spot  price  prior  to 
making  a transaction.  Expect  to  pay  a higher 
percentage  over  melt  value  for  fractional  gold 
pieces  (1/1  Oth,  1 /4th  and  1/2  ounce)  than 
for  1 -ounce  pieces.  Also,  American  Eagle  and 
Canadian  Maple  Leaf  bullion  coins  typically 
have  a higher  retail  price  than  South  African 
Krugerrand  bullion  coins. 

• Understand  the  fees  and/or  commissions 
involved.  According  to  the  Professional 
Numismatics  Guild,  the  average  retail 
commission  for  1 -ounce  American  Eagle  or 
Maple  Leaf  gold  coins  is  about  5%  or  6%. 

• Arrange  a timely  delivery.  If  immediate 
delivery  is  not  possible,  obtain  from  the  seller 
in  writing  specific  confirmation  about  the 
delivery  date.  Only  then  should  you  execute 
your  order. 

• Know  that  all  investments  come  with  risks.  If 
you  intend  to  buy  bullion  coins  for  investment 
purposes,  your  best  protection  is  to  spend 
time  learning  about  the  coins  before  you  buy 
them.  Buyers  who  make  hasty  purchases  often 
overpay  - there  are  no  guarantees  and  there  is 
no  certainty  that  prices  will  remain  at  current 
levels  or  continue  to  appreciate. 
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* * * 


Coin  Club  News 


Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 


On  July  1 7th  members  took  to  the  rails  and 
enjoyed  a pleasant  trolly  ride  through  the 
picturesque  countryside  of  East  Troy.  This 
outing  has  become  an  annual  event  and  is 
always  a crowd  pleaser.  Everyone  enjoyed 
a visit  to  Lauber’s  Ice  Cream  Shop  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  trip. 

Andrew  Keene  and  Dave  Hunsicker  partici- 
pated in  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  week  of  classes,  Dave 
embarked  on  yet  another  excursion  to 
explore  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  West. 
Driving  in  the  mountains,  riding  on  old  trains 
and  perusing  antique  shops  in  Colorado  and 
Nevada,  are  among  the  litany  of  adventures. 
Also  a new  acquaintance  made  at  the  Semi- 
nar led  to  an  unexpected  and  memorable 

Mint  tour. 

* * * 

Madison  Coin  Club 

[by  Phyllis  Calkins] 

Members  and  their  families  got  together  for 
their  annual  picnic  on  August  1 1th  at  Garner 
Park  in  Madison.  Following  a potluck  (with 
lots  of  desserts)  everyone  participated  in 
the  traditional  game  of  bingo,  with  prizes 
won  by  many  of  the  participants. 


Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

{by  Gene  Johnson} 

The  temperature  was  91  degrees  when  the 
annual  picnic  of  the  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin 
Club  was  held  on  Tuesday,  July  1 5th.  Held  at 
Bluegill  Park  South,  in  Wausau,  Wl,  the  meet- 
ing/picnic hosted  25  members  and  guests. 
Catered  chicken  and  a host  of  homemade 
delicacies  were  the  featured  fare,  with  mem- 
bers bringing  a dish  to  pass. 

The  Wisconsin  Valley  Club  is  experiencing 
several  changes  among  the  officers.  Vice 
President,  Thad  Streeter,  is  in  out-of-state 
training  for  an  entry  into  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  Treasurer  Jerry  Zocher  is  sport- 
ing a neck  brace  while  treating  a neck  pain 
problem.  Both  men  were  present,  and  these 
changes  did  not  affect  the  amount  of  chicken 
consumed. 

In  Show  & Tell,  gold  and  silver  writers  awards 

were  displayed  by  Gene  Johnson.  All  persons 

present  were  given  a nice  standing  Liberty 

half  dollar  as  an  attendance  prize.  The  park 

shelter  house  was  cool  and  comfortable  (near 

the  water),  and  the  picnic  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
* * * 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

[by  Jeff  Keough] 

The  club  has  a new  website: 
www.waukeshacoinclub.com  -- 

As  an  incentive  for  new  members  they  are 
holding  a contest.  Youth,  1 7 and  under  who 
correctly  answer  5 numismatic  questions  will 
win  a Morgan  Silver  Dollar  from  the  1 800s 
and  a 1 -year  free  membership.  Visitors  over 
1 8 who  mention  this  contest  will  win  a club 
anniversary  token  and  1/2  off  an  annual 
membership. 

All  participants  providing  correct  answers  and 
attending  the  club’s  November  5th  meeting 
will  win  a prize. 

Check  their  website  for  more  information 
about  the  contest  and  their  meetings. 
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* * * 


Greater  Milwaukee  Coin  & Jewelry 


Brookfield 

262-781-4200 
4040  N.  Calhoun  Rd. 


Open 

Monday-Saturday 


Waukesha 

262-896-8955 
615  N.  Bamow 
Open 

Wedncsday-Saturday 


Fond  du  Vac 

888-781-4200 
20  Forest  Avenue 


Open 
by  appoiniment 


We  Pay  Top  Prices! 


We  need  inventory  for  our  customers 
and  for  our  many  National  Coin  Shows 


ppraisais 
Over  50  Years  Experience 
Buying  Estates 


mNGC  BBB 


Buying  and  Selling 


• Coins 

• Jewelry 

• Paper  Money 

• Proof  & Mint  Sets 

• US  & Foreign 

• Certified  Coins 

• Gold  & Silver 

• Supplies 

v J 


P N G 


Give  Us  a Call  or  Stop  By 

www.milwaukeecoin.corn 
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Complete  Illustrated  Guide 
to  Coin  Collecting 


[James  Mackay] 

This  is  a helpful  manual  for  every  new  coin 
collector  and  existing  enthusiast  keen  on 
starting  or  improving  their  collections. 
Beginning  with  the  origins  of  barter  and 
monetary  exchange,  the  text  goes  on  to 
cover  the  development  of  metal  coinage  from 
the  fascinating  knife  and  key  currencies  of 
ancient  China  to  the  crude  lumps  of  “heavy 
bronze”  that  gradually  were  adapted  and 
turned  into  small  works  of  Roman  art. 


Mackay’s  exploration  of  the  role  of  gold  and 
silver  in  the  development  of  coins  offers 
insight  into  how  some  of  today’s  best- 
known  currencies  were  born.  This  historical 
background  is  not  only  fascinating,  but  also 
essential  for  the  new  collector. 


The  96-page  softcover  publication  features 
a helpful  numismatic  glossary  and  is  available 
from  the  ANA  MoneyMarket  for  $1  3.50 
($1 4.99  for  non-members). 

★ * ★ 


Numismatic  Photography 

[Numismatic  News  Review] 

As  the  Internet  and  electronic  visual  media 
play  increasing  roles  in  the  coin  industry,  au- 
thor Mark  Goodman  answers  the  call  on  how 
to  correctly  photograph  coins  with  this  new 
book.  The  book  is  published  by  Zyrus  Press. 


This  book  teaches  the  reader  in  an  easy- 
to-read  and  visually  rich  guidebook  format 
how  to  capture  quality  photos  using  a 
digital  camera.  Goodman  addresses  typical 
problems  faced  by  the  photographer, 
recommends  ways  of  improvements  and 
offers  specific  tips  and  techniques  for  raw 
and  slabbed  coins. 

Some  of  the  chapters  included  in  the  book 
are  Imaging  Concepts,  Color  and  Luster, 
High  & Low  Contrast  Coins,  Special  Imaging 
Techniques  and  Image  Presentation.  It 
also  includes  two  appendices:  a trouble- 
shooting Guide  and  General  Rules  for  Coin 
Photography. 

The  1 60-page  paperback  holds  more  than 
300  full  color  images  and  the  suggested 
retail  price  is  $29.95. 

* * * 


The  Denver  Mint:  100  Years  of 
Gangsters,  Gold  and  Ghosts 


[Lisa  Ray  Turner  and  Kimberly  Field] 


U.S.  Mints  have  played  an  important  and 
historical  role  in  our  lives  and  commerce. 
This  book  takes  readers  from  the  days 
when  gold  dust  was  legal  tender  in  the 
dusty  frontier  town  of  Denver,  Colorado  to 
the  present  day  where  the  Mint  is  a world- 
class  facility  that  makes  most  of  our  coins. 
History  buffs  will  love  the  book’s  historical 
highlights  and  how  cultural  events  and 
trends  influenced  life 
at  the  Denver  Mint. 


ANA  members  can 
purchase  this  1 73- 
page  soft  cover 
book  for  $1  7.95 
(non-members 
$18.95). 
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Disabled  Veterans  Silver  Coin  Act 

H.R.  634  passed  all  legislative  branches  and 
the  Bill  became  law  on  July  1 7,  2008  when 

President  Bush  signed  the  legislation  that  will 
honor  disabled  Veterans  with  commemora- 
tive silver  dollar  coins  for  2010. 

The  designs  of  the  coins  are  to  be  “emblem- 
atic of  the  service  of  our  disabled  veterans 
who,  having  survived  the  ordeal  of  war,  made 
enormous  personal  sacrifices  defending  the 
principles  of  our  democracy.” 

The  new  law  will  have  the  U.S.  Mint  issue  up 
to  350,000  silver  dollar  coins  in  2010  com- 
memorating disabled  American  Veteran’s  Dis- 
abled for  Life  Memorial  in  Washington  D.C.  A 
$10  surcharge  for  each  coin  will  help  build  an 
American  Veterans  Disabled  for  Life  Memorial 
in  Washington  D.C. 

* * * 

Paper  Shortage 
Makes  for  Disturbing  note 

[Milwaukee  Sentinel  article 
submitted  by  Gene  Johnson] 

It  has  come  to  this:  Zimbabwe  is  about  to  run 
out  of  paper  on  which  to  print  money. 

Fidelity  Printers  and  Refiners,  the  state-owned 
company  that  tirelessly  churns  out  banknotes 
for  Robert  Mugabe’s  regime,  was  thrown  into 
a crisis  last  month  after  a German  company 
stopped  supplying  banknote  paper  because 
of  concerns  over  Zimbabwe’s  recent  violent 


presidential  election,  which  international  ob- 
servers widely  saw  as  fraudulent. 

The  printing  slowed  drastically.  Two-thirds  of 
the  1 ,000  member  work  force  was  ordered 
to  take  a leave  and  two  of  the  three  money- 
printing shifts  were  cancelled.  The  result  on 
the  streets  was  an  immediate  cash  crunch. 

“If  you  think  this  currency  shortage  is  bad, 
wait  two  weeks.  By  then  it  will  be  a disaster” 
said  a senior  Fidelity  staffer,  who  spoke  on 
condition  of  anonymity  because  he  would 
face  dismissal  and  possible  violence  for  talk- 
ing to  a Western  journalist.  The  paper  will  run 
out  in  two  weeks,  he  said. 

Fidelity  prints  the  money  to  pay  the  police 
soldiers  and  intelligence  organs  that  keep  the 
regime  in  power.  Lately  the  money  has  been 
used  to  set  up  a network  of  command  bases 
around  the  country  staffed  by  liberation  war 
veterans  and  youth  militias,  paid  muscle  to 
terrify  the  population  into  voting  for  Mugabe 
in  the  June  27th  presidential  runoff. 

If  the  regime  can’t  pay  the  security  forces  on 
which  it  relies,  it  could  face  economic  paraly- 
sis --  and  potential  collapse. 

Zimbabwe’s  economic  meltdown  harks  back 
to  the  collapse  of  its  major  export  industry, 
commercial  farming  after  Mugabe’s  land 
reform  program  early  in  the  decade.  That  left 
the  nation  starved  of  foreign  exchange,  but 
government  spending  went  on. 

How  did  it  do  that?  Zimbabwe  printed 
money,  but  printing  more  and  more  money 
without  an  increase  in  productivity  fueled 
rampant  hyperinflation. 

As  hyperinflation  spiraled  last  year  Fidelity 
printed  million-dollar  notes,  then  notes  of  5 
million,  10  million,  25  million  and  50  million 
dollars.  This  year,  it  has  been  forced  to  print 
100  million,  250  million  and  500  million-dollar 
notes  in  rapid  succession,  all  now  practically 
worthless.  The  highest  denomination  is  now 
50  billion  Zimbabwean  dollars  (worth  one  U.S. 
dollar  on  the  street). 
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Despite  the  recent  currency  shortage,  the 
Zimbawean  dollar  has  continued  to  slide 
against  the  U.S.  dollar  and  shopkeepers  are 
increasing  their  prices  steeply. 

For  most  Zimbabweans,  the  economic  crisis 
boiis  down  to  one  thing:  how  to  put  food  on 
the  table.  It’s  a difficult  trick  when  you  have 
no  job  or  bus  fare  is  more  than  your  pay  and 
the  prices  in  shops  keep  going  up. 

“Everyone  is  struggling  to  keep  up  with  this 
mounting  pressure,  day-by-day,”  independent 
economist  John  Robertson  said.  “It’s  a thing 
that  gradually  creeps  up.  Some  have  already 
succumbed.  Some  factories  have  closed; 
more  are  likely  to  succumb  as  prices  rise.” 

* * * 

Lincoln  One-Cent  Redesign 

In  2009,  the  U.S.  Mint  will  issue  four  different 
one-cent  coins  in  recognition  of  the  bicenten- 
nial of  Abraham  Lincoln’s  birth  and  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  production  of  the  Lincoln 
cent.  While  the  obverse  will  continue  to  bear 
the  likeness  of  President  Lincoln  currently  on 
the  penny,  the  reverse  will  change  to  bear 
four  different  designs,  each  representing  a 
different  aspect  of  the  life  of  Lincoln. 

Themes  for  the  reverse  designs  represent  the 
four  major  aspects  of  Abraham  Lincoln’s  life. 

• Lincoln’s  Birth  in  Kentucky  (1809-1816) 

• Formative  Years  in  Indiana  (1  81  6-1  830) 

• Professional  Life  in  Illinois  (1  830-1  861 ) 

• Presidency  in  Washington,  DC  (1  861-1  865) 

A new  design  will  be  issued  approximately 
every  3 months.  Reverse  inscriptions  will  con- 
tinue to  include  “United  States  of  America,” 

“E  Pluribus  Unum,”  and  “One  Cent.”  The  2009 
Abraham  Lincoln  one-cent  coins  will  main- 
tain the  same  metal  content  (2.5%  Copper, 
Balance  Zinc)  and  other  specifications  as  the 
current  penny. 

These  coins  will  be  issued  for  circulation  in 
quantities  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  United 
States  — both  for  commerce  and  for  col- 
lectors. In  addition,  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treasury  has  the  authority  to  mint  and  issue 
numismatic  one-cent  coins  in  2009  with  the 
exact  metallic  content  as  contained  in  the 
1909  one-cent  coin  (95%  Copper,  5%  Tin 
and  Zinc).  These  versions  will  be  included  in 
the  Mint’s  annual  product  offerings. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  2009  Lincoln 
One-cent  Redesign  Program,  the  2010  (and 
beyond)  one-cent  coin  will  feature  a reverse 
design  that  will  be  emblematic  of  President 
Lincoln’s  preservation  of  the  United  States  of 
America  as  a single  and  united  country. 

* * * 

2008  United  States  Mint 
Uncirculated  Coin  Set 

This  distinctive  set  went  on  sale  July  30th. 
The  set  contains  two  folders  of  1 4 coins 
each,  one  from  the  U.S.  Mint  at  Denver  and 
the  other  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  for  a 
total  of  28  coins. 

Each  folder  includes  uncirculated  versions  of 
the  following  2008-dated  coins:  four  Presi- 
dential $1  Coins  honoring  past  Presidents 
of  the  United  States:  James  Monroe,  John 
Quincy  Adams,  Andrew  Jackson  and  Martin 
Van  Buren;  the  final  five  quarters  from  the 
50  State  Quarters®  Program:  Oklahoma, 

New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Alaska  and  Hawaii;  and 
the  Lincoln  cent,  Jefferson  nickel,  Roosevelt 
dime,  Kennedy  half-dollar,  and  Golden  Dollar 
featuring  Sacagawea. 

Uncirculated  coins  are  struck  on  special 
presses  using  greater  force  than  circulating 
coins,  producing  a sharp,  intricately  detailed 
image,  and  feature  the  satin  finish  introduced 
in  2005.  The  coins  are  sealed  in  a blister  and 
displayed  in  a folder.  One  folder  contains 
coins  bearing  the  “P”  mint  mark  and  the 
other  contains  coins  bearing  the  “D”  mint  mark. 

The  United  States  Mint  Uncirculated  Coin  Set 
is  also  available  through  the  Mint  for  $22.95. 
To  order,  call  800-USA-Mint  or  visit  the 
Mint’s  website  www.usmint.gov. 

•k  -k  k 
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NASA  50th 
Anniversary 
Commemorative 
Coin  Act 


The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives passed 
commemorative  coin 
legislation  last  month 
that  would  issue  silver  and  gold  coins  honor- 
ing NASA’s  50th  anniversary  this  year.  H.R. 
6455,  was  introduced  and  passed  swiftly  in 
five  days. 


THE  NASA  50th  Anniversary  Commemora- 
tive Coin  Act  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  commemoration  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Na- 
tional Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 
(NASA),  to  mint  and  issue: 

300.000  one-ounce  silver  dollars  for  each  of 
9 designs  depicting  the  8 planets,  plus  1 coin 
for  dwarf  planets  (Pluto) 

50.000  one-ounce  $50  gold  coins  depict- 
ing the  sun  and  emblematic  of  US  astronaut 
sacrifices.  The  $50  gold  coin  would  only  be 
issued  as  part  of  a complete  set  with  the  9 
silver  commemoratives.  All  coins  would  be 
2008  dated  to  honor  the  50th  anniversary  of 
NASA’s  first  day  of  operations  on  October  1 , 
1958. 

All  coin  sales  will  include  a surcharge  of  $50 
per  $50  coin,  and  of  $10  per  $1  coin  and 
requires  distribution  of:  one-half  of  the  next 
$1  million  of  the  remaining  amounts  to  the 
Dr.  Ronald  E.  McNair  Educational  (D.R.E.M.E..) 
Science  Literacy  Foundation  and  the  Chal- 
lenger Center  for  Space  Science  Education; 
and  the  remainder  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  for  the  preservation, 
maintenance,  and  display  of  space  artifacts  at 
the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum  (including 
the  Steven  F.  Udvar-Hazy  Center). 

The  Secretary  is  authorized  to  strike  and  sell 
bronze  duplicates  of  the  $50  gold  coins. 


H.R.  6184:  America’s  Beautiful 
National  Parks  Quarter  Dollar  Coin 
Act  of  2008 

America’s  Beautiful  National  Parks  Quarter 
Dollar  Coin  Act  of  2008  requires  quarter 
dollars,  issued  beginning  in  2010,  to  have 
designs  on  the  reverse  emblematic  of  one 
national  site  in  each  state,  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Instructs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
select  in  each  state  a national  park  or  other 
national  site  to  be  honored  with  a coin. 
Requires  five  coin  designs  in  each  year  of  the 
period  of  issuance. 

Instructs  the  Secretary  to  strike  and  make 
available  for  sale  silver  bullion  coins  that  are 
exact  duplicates  of  such  quarter  dollars. 

H.R.  61  84  passed  in  the  House  on  July  9, 
and  is  now  before  the  Senate  for  consider- 
ation. 


Cell  Phone  Numbers 
Now  Accepted  on  the  No  Call  List 

[Wisconsin  State  Journal] 

Wisconsin’s  No  Call  List  at  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Trade  and  Consumer  Protec- 
tion is  now  accepting  cell  phone  numbers  in 
addition  to  land  lines.  Those  wishing  to  be 
on  the  list  that  comes  out  in  October  need 
to  sign  up  by  August  31st.  Those  signing 
up  in  September  will  be  on  the  quarterly  list 
that  is  effective  in  January.  To  register,  go 
to  “NoCall.Wisconsin.gov”  or  call  toll-free  at 
866-966-2255. 


Where 
Did  the 
Summer  Cjo? 


★ ★ ★ 
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Arizona  Quarter 


New  Silver  Dollar  Coins  to  Feature 
Braille  Characters 


[U.S.  Mint] 

For  the  first  time,  United  States  Mint  Direc- 
tor Ed  Moy  displayed  in  Dallas,  TX  the  design 
for  the  2009  Louis  Braille  Bicentennial  Silver 
Dollar,  the  first  United  States  coin  to  fea- 
ture readable  Braille.  The  July  2nd  unveiling 
ceremony  at  the  American  Airlines  Center  in 
Dallas,  TX  opened  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind’s  2008  National  Convention.  A Mint 
exhibit  at  the  convention  allowed  visitors  to 
examine  a coin  prototype  and  read  the  word 
“Braille”  in  Braille  code  on  the  prototype’s 
reverse. 

The  commemorative  silver  dollar,  authorized 
by  Congress  and  issued  by  the  Mint,  honors 
the  bicentennial  of  the  birth  of  Louis  Braille, 
the  creator  of  the  Braille  reading  and  writing 
system  for  the  blind  and  people  with  vision 
loss.  Surcharges  from  the  sale  of  this  collect- 
ible coin  are  authorized  to  go  to  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  to  fund  Braille  literacy 
initiatives. 

The  Alabama  quarter  dollar,  one  of  the  coins 
in  the  Mint’s  State  Quarters  Program,  used 
Braille  in  the  image  honoring  Helen  Keller,  but 
the  Braille  was  too  small  to  be  readable  by 
the  blind.  Also,  the  1995  and  1996  Paralym- 
pics Silver  Dollar  featured  Braille,  but  the  code 
was  too  small  to  be  readable. 

The  Braille  Bicentennial  Silver  Dollar  will  be 
available  for  purchase  from  the  Mint  next 
spring. 


The  third  commemo- 
rative quarter-dollar 
coin  released  in  2008 
honors  Arizona,  and 
is  the  48th  coin  in  the 
U.S.  Mint’s  50  State 
Quarters  Program. 

Arizona  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  February  14,  1912,  becom- 
ing our  nation’s  48th  state,  and  the  last  in  the 
continental  United  States. 

The  Arizona  quarter  features  an  image  of  the 
Grand  Canyon  with  a Saguaro  cactus  in  the 
foreground.  A banner  reading  “Grand  Canyon 
State”  separates  the  two  images  to  signify 
that  the  Saguaro  cactus  does  not  grow  in 
the  Grand  Canyon.  The  coin  also  bears  the 
inscriptions  “Arizona”  and  “191  2”. 

One  of  the  seven  natural  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Grand  Canyon  covers  more  than 
1 .2  million  acres  in  northwestern  Arizona. 

The  Canyon,  sculpted  by  the  mighty  Colo- 
rado River,  is  6,000  feet  deep  at  its  deepest 
point  and  1 8 miles  at  its  widest.  It  is  home 
to  numerous  rare  and  threatened  plant  and 
animal  species.  The  Grand  Canyon  joined  the 
National  Park  system  in  1919  and  is  visited 
by  more  than  4 million  tourists  each  year. 

The  Arizona  Quarter  Commission  solicited 
design  suggestions  from  across  the  state. 

The  Commission  narrowed  down  more  than 
4,200  ideas  to  five  narratives,  which  were 
sent  to  the  U.S.  Mint  for  consideration.  The 
final  artistic  renderings,  developed  by  Mint 
Sculptor-Engravers  and  artists  in  the  Mint’s 
Artistic  Infusion  Program,  were  then  proposed 
to  Arizona,  and  a statewide  online  vote  was 
conducted.  On  May  1 , 2007,  Governor  Napol- 
itano  announced  her  recommendation  of  the 
“Grand  Canyon  with  Saguaro  Cactus”  design, 
based  on  the  results  of  the  online  poll. 

The  Department  of  the  Treasury  approved 
the  design  on  May  25,  2007. 

* * * 


Andrew  Jackson 
$1  Coin 


7th  President 
1829-1837 


[U.S.  Mint] 

A citizen  of  Tennessee,  Andrew  Jackson  was 
the  first  president  elected  from  west  of  the 
Appalachian  Mountains.  As  a boy,  he  fought 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Jackson  gained 
national  prominence  as  a hero  of  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  nicknamed  ’’Old  Hickory”  for 
his  firm  discipline  as  commander  of  his  troops 

As  president,  Jackson  worked  to  strengthen 
the  executive  branch  and  vetoed  more  bills 
than  the  six  prior  presidents  combined.  His 
re-nomination  to  a second  term  marked  the 
first  use  of  a national  nominating  convention 
to  select  a party’s  candidate  instead  of  a 
congressional  caucus. 

A strong  proponent  of  federal  supremacy 
over  states’  rights,  he  took  a forceful  stance 
against  the  state  of  South  Carolina’s  attempt 
to  nullify  a federal  tariff,  declaring  “Our 
federal  Union:  it  must  be  preserved.” 

President  Jackson  authorized  three  southern 
branches  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  1 835 
- New  Orleans,  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega. 


Coinage  Legislation 
Under  President  Jackson: 

Act  of  June  25, 1834  - This  Act  regulates  the 
legal-tender  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins. 

Act  of  June  28, 1834  - This  Act  regulates  the  legal-tender 
value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins. 


1 1 


Act  of  June  28, 1834  - This  Act  sets  the  standard 
weight  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  sets  the  standard  for 
payment  for  gold  or  silver  deposited  for  coinage,  sets 
the  rate  at  which  gold  coins  shail  be  receivable,  and 
directs  the  setting  apart  of  gold  coins  for  assay. 

Act  of  March  3, 1835  - This  Act  establishes  a branch 
of  the  U.S.  Mint  for  the  coinage  of  silver  and  gold  at 
New  Orleans,  LA,  and  branches  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
at  Charlotte,  NC  and  Dahlonega,  GA. 

Act  of  January  1 8, 1 837  --  This  Act: 

• sets  forth  the  duties  and  increases  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  Mint,  with  the  Director 
earning  $3,500  per  year,  including  travel  expenses; 

• sets  forth  the  composition  and  weight  of  gold  and 
silver  coins; 

• mandates  that  each  coin  struck  at  the  U.S.  Mint  shall 
have  on  one  side  an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty 
with  the  inscription  of  the  word  “Liberty”  and  the  year 
of  the  coinage;  and  that  the  reverse  of  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  have  the  representation  of  an  eagle  with 
the  inscription  “United  States  of  America.”  The  figure 
of  the  eagle  shall  be  omitted  from  the  reverse  of  the 
dime,  half  dime,  cent,  and  half  cent. 

• makes  provisions  for  gold  and  silver  bullion  that  is 
brought  to  the  Mint  for  coinage. 

In  1 835,  President  Jackson  appointed 
Robert  Maskell  Patterson,  M.D.  as  the  6th 
Director  of  the  U.S.  Mint. 

* * * 


CoinChat  Radio 

www.CoinChatRadio.com 

Bob  VanRyzin,  editor  of  Coins  Maga- 
zine hosts  this  coin  chat  program 
every  Thursday  at  1 1 :00  a.m. 

(CST). 

Podcasts  of  previous  programs  are 
available  for  download.  CoinChat 
is  brought  to  collectors  by  L & C 
Coins,  PCGS  and  Eastern  Numismat- 
ics, Inc. 


Andrew  Jackson’s  Liberty 
First  Spouse  $10  Gold  Coin 


The  Presidential  $1  Coin  Act  of  2005  con- 
tains a provision  to  provide  continuity  of  the 
First  Spouse  Gold  Coin  Program  during  those 
times  in  which  a president  served  without  a 
first  spouse.  This  provision  applies  to  Andrew 
Jackson,  whose  wife  Rachel  died  in  December 
1 828,  just  a few  months  before  his  presiden- 
tial inauguration. 

The  gold  coins  issued  to  accompany  any  pres- 
ident who  served  without  a spouse  will  each 
feature  a design  emblematic  of  Liberty  on  its 
obverse,  as  depicted  on  a United  States  coin 
issued  during  the  President’s  time  in  office. 

For  Andrew  Jackson’s  presidency,  the  select- 
ed image  appeared  on  the  Capped  Bust.  Let- 
tered Edge  Half  Dollar  coin  from  1 807-1  836, 
and  was  originally  executed  by  United  States 
Mint  Engraver,  John  Reich. 

Reverse  Design 

Andrew  Jackson,  known  as  “Old  Hickory,”  is 
remembered  as  a war  hero  who  led  a force  of 
approximately  4,000  American  troops  against 
a British  Army  more  than  twice  that  size  and 
emerged  victorious  in  January  1815  at  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans.  Although  a treaty  had 
been  signed  at  Ghent,  Belgium,  weeks  earlier, 
the  news  had  not  reached  either  army,  and 
the  American  troops’  victory  at  the  Battle 
of  New  Orleans  helped  secure  that  crucial 
southern  seaport  as  part  of  the  first  success- 
ful military  defense  of  the  country’s  national 
sovereignty. 


Jackson 

Coin 

Bought 

for 

$5  Million 

[U.S.A.  Today] 


A rare  $10  gold  coin  made  for  President 
Andrew  Jackson  to  give  as  a diplomatic  gift 
during  trade  missions  to  Asia  was  purchased 
recently  by  a private  collector  for  $5  million. 

The  1 804-dated  Eagle  coin,  which  was  actu- 
ally struck  in  1 834  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
is  one  of  only  four  surviving  examples  of  the 
special  coin. 

“The  buyer  and  seller  want  to  remain  anony- 
mous. Both  are  northeastern  United  States 
entrepreneurs  who  have  been  collecting  coins 
since  they  were  young  boys”  said  David  Alba- 
nese,  president  of  Albanese  Rare  Coins,  which 
handled  the  sale. 

The  same  coin  sold  for  $1  million  in  2003 
and  again  in  2005  for  $2.47  million  said 
Dean  Albanese,  the  company’s  chief  execu- 
tive officer.  “It  is  one  of  the  rare  U.S.  coins 
out  there.  They  are  neat  pieces  in  that  in 
one  sense  they  are  not  really  a coin  made  in 
1 804,  even  though  it  is  dated  1 804...  it  is 
sort  of  a created  coin  said  Douglas  Mudd  cu- 
rator of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
Museum  in  Colorado  Springs. 

All  four  of  the  1 804-minted  $10  coins  are 
held  by  private  collectors,  although  one  is  on 
25-year  loan  to  the  Colorado  museum. 

The  prestine-condition  coin  depicts  a turban- 
wearing  symbolic  “Miss  Liberty”  surrounded 
by  1 3 stars  representing  the  original  1 3 
colonies. 


The  $5  million  purchase  price  was  the  high- 
est price  ever  paid  for  an  1 804  $10  gold 
piece  and  shares  the  record  for  the  world’s 
second  most  valuable  rare  coin  with  a 1 91  3 
nickel  that  sold  this  year.  The  world’s  most 
valuable  coin  is  a 1933  St.  Gaudens  gold 
Double  Eagle  that  was  purchased  at  auction 
in  2002  by  an  anonymous  buyer  for  $7.59 
million. 

The  coin  was  actually  the  first  specimen  from 
a proof  set  commissioned  by  Jackson  to  be 
used  as  a presentation  piece  for  dignitaries  of 
other  countries,  said  Dean  Albanese,  who  is 
writing  a book  about  the  1 804  Eagles. 

The  Treasury  stopped  minting  the  $10  Eagle 
coins  in  1 804.  So  when  Jackson  asked  for 
the  proof  sets  in  1 834,  the  old  1 804  dies  had 
to  be  used.  The  proof  sets,  which  included 
every  denomination  of  U.S.  coins,  were  to  be 
given  to  the  leaders  of  China,  Siam,  Japan  and 
Muscat.  Only  two  of  the  proof  sets  actually 
made  it  to  their  destinations  --  the  envoy  car- 
rying the  other  two  died  of  dysentery  before 
he  could  present  them. 


A Treasure 
Travels 

Inconspicuously 


They  didn’t  exactly  hire  two  guys  with  a 
truck  to  secretly  move  one  of  the  world’s 
largest  and  most  valuable  coin  collections  one 
weekend  in  Manhattan,  but  they  did  use  five 
standard-issue  moving  vans  — no  armored- 
car  convoys,  no  helicopter  gunships,  no 
National  Guard  outriders  flourishing  automatic 
weapons...  just  sweaty  movers  in  blue  shirts 
with  their  names  stitched  on  the  front, 


moving  425  plastic  packing  crates  that  were 
filled  with  treasures  trussed  in  humble  bubble 
wrap  and  garden  variety  vinyl  packing  tape. 

Yes,  the  New  York  Police  Department 
provided  an  escort,  but  during  more  than 
8 hours  on  a Saturday,  one  of  the  great 
hoards  of  coins  and  currency  on  the  planet, 
worth  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  was 
utterly  unalarmed  as  it  was  bumped  through 
potholes,  squeezed  by  double-parked  cars 
and  slowed  by  tunnel-bound  traffic  during  the 
trip  to  its  fortress-like  new  vault  a mile  to  the 
north. 

In  the  end,  the  move  did  not  become  a caper 
movie. 

“The  idea  was  to  make  this  as  inconspicuous 
as  possible”  said  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan, 
executive  director  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society.  “It  had  to  resemble  a 
totally  ordinary  office  move.” 

The  collection  of  800,000  coins,  banknotes, 
medals,  commemorative  badges,  pins,  historic 
advertising  tokens,  campaign  buttons  and 
other  artifacts  has  been  amassed  during  the 
1 50-year  existence  of  the  nonprofit  society. 


It  was  transported  from  the  society’s  high- 
security  headquarters  at  96  Fulton  Street, 
in  the  former  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Company 
building  to  its  new  home,  a secure  $4  million 
vault  and  exhibition  space  22  blocks  away  on 
the  1 1th  floor  of  One  Hudson  Square  at  Varick 
and  Canal  Streets. 

Even  as  the  moving  vans  shuttled  back  and 
forth,  the  society’s  1 4 employees  began 
the  endlessly  tedious  work  of  unpacking  the 
boxes.  They  began  freeing  1 2,000  metal 
trays  full  of  coins  from  their  quarter-inch 
foam  packing,  then  stacking  them  in  their  new 
locations  in  custom-built  cabinets  in  a vault 
erected  on  the  concrete  floor  of  a former 
printing  building. 

The  society’s  holdings  rival  the 
comprehensiveness  and  rarity  of  those  in  the 
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Smithsonian  Institution  and  comprise  one  of 
the  world’s  great  collections,  the  equivalent 
of  those  in  Berlin,  Paris  and  the  British 
Museum.  It  is  a vast  encyclopedic  collection 
of  the  highest  quality. 

Of  the  collection’s  value,  Dr.  Kagan  said  “It 
is  priceless  because  it  has  so  many  unique 
pieces,”  adding  that  experts  had  valued  it  in 
the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars.  (Because 
the  collection  is  incredibly  valuable,  they 
don’t  publicize  exactly  how  much). 

During  the  move,  coded  numbers  on  each 
sealed  crate  were  checked  again  and  again. 
Society  staff  were  pledged  to  secrecy  about 
the  timing  of  the  move  . James  McVeigh, 
Operations  Manager  of  Time  Moving  & 

Storage,  didn’t  tell  their  workers  what  the 
cargo  was  until  the  morning  of  the  move  and 
stated  that  he  spent  6 months  planning  the 
move  with  his  brother,  another  manager  of 
Time  Moving. 

As  bright  orange  rubber-wheeled  crates 
concealing  fabulous  doubloons  rumbled  out 
onto  the  sidewalk,  pedestrians  obliviously 
headed  into  the  Duane  Reade  two  doors 
away  at  1 30  William  Street.  Amid  much 
shouting  and  hand  gesturing,  the  moving  vans 
squeezed  past  a parked  Duane  Reade  truck  on 
the  narrow  street  as  drivers  maneuvered  past 
water  and  gas  main  renovation  work  on  Fulton 
Street.  Before  arriving  at  their  loading-dock 
destination,  the  trucks  had  to  battle  Holland 
Tunnel  approaches  clotted  with  weekenders 
on  the  way  to  the  Jersey  Shore. 

“It’s  our  first  coin  collection,”  said  a New  York 
police  detective  of  Emergency  Service  Unit 
Truck  One,  which  shadowed  the  move  with 
hidden  heavy  weapons  “just  in  case,”  along 
with  patrol  cars  from  the  First  Precinct.  He 
said  his  unit  was  accustomed  to  protecting 
Federal  Reserve  gold  transfers  and  gem 
shipments  in  the  Midtown  diamond  district. 

The  numismatic  society  was  founded  by 
a group  of  New  York  collectors  in  1 858. 
Thanks  to  the  discovery  and  minting  of  gold 
in  California  and  the  development  of  new 
federal  coinage,  interest  in  coin  collecting 


grew  quickly.  By  1 908  the  society  had 
its  first  permanent  home  in  a neoclassical 
building  next  to  the  Hispanic  Society  of 
America  on  Audubon  Terrace  at  1 55th  Street 
and  Broadway. 

“Portions  of  the  collection  - which  grew 
through  donations  from  the  society’s 
members  and  officers  were  long  on  view.  But 
a decline  in  its  finances  starting  in  the  1 970s 
resulted  in  a whittling  down  of  the  staff  and 
the  society  considered  shutting  its  doors”  Dr. 
Kagan  said.  However,  she  added,  an  infusion 
of  new  board  members  and  wealthy  donors 
has  given  it  a current  endowment  of  $45 
million. 

In  1 998  the  society  bought  the  7-story 
Fulton  Street  building  for  $6.5  million  and 
reopened  its  doors  to  scholars  in  2004, 
but  the  growing  cost  of  renovations  in  the 
antiquated  structure  proved  too  great  to 
provide  an  exhibition  space  Kagan  said.  So 
the  society  lent  hundreds  of  its  rarest  and 
most  valuable  holding  to  a museum  in  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York,  as  well 
as  some  250  gold  and  silver  coins  to  the 
Metropolitan. 

Kagan  noted  the  Society  sold  its  building 
for  $23.9  million,  which  was  mostly  for  the 
endowment,  and  some  for  the  build-out  in  the 
new  space. 

The  oldest  item  in  the  society’s  “cabinet” 

(the  coin-maven  word  for  collection)  is  one  of 
the  first  coins  ever  produced,  made  of  gold- 
silver  alloy  and  issued  around  650  B.C.  by  a 
Lydian  king  who  was  an  ancestor  of  Croesus. 

There  is  also  a 2,000-year  old  gold  aureus 
coin  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus,  a gold 
stater  of  Alexander  the  Great  dating  to  about 
330  B.C.  (minted  in  Babylon  from  Persian 
loot);  and  one  of  the  rarest  examples  of 
Confederate  States  currency,  a $1 ,000  note 
printed  in  Alabama  in  1 861 . Fewer  than  700 
were  printed.  The  society  also  has  a library 
of  1 00,000  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts, 
catalogs  and  other  items,  which  will  open  to 
the  public  this  fall. 
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The  new  20,000  foot  space,  with  its  1 4-foot 
ceilings,  has  panoramic  views  north  to  the 
Chrysler  Building  and  west  to  the  Hudson 
River  and  will  have  a climate-controlled  rare- 
book  room,  conference  and  lecture  spaces, 
administrative  offices  and  an  exhibition  hall. 

“Our  collection  is  amazing  and  much  of  it  has 
not  been  on  view”  Dr..  Kagan  said.  The  first 
exhibition,  celebrating  the  society’s  1 50th 
anniversary,  is  to  open  in  October. 

The  society  “deserves  a new  home,  where  its 
holdings  can  be  displayed  to  the  public”  said 
Ms.  Lazenby  of  the  Federal  Reserve,  which 
has  exhibited  parts  of  the  society’s  collection 
in  recent  years  in  the  bank’s  admission-free 
coin  museum,  in  its  massive  iron-barred  neo- 
Florentine  building  at  33  Liberty  Street. 

After  the  movers  put  the  crates  in  place, 
workers  quietly  and  steadily  unpacked  the 
coins,  some  golden  and  gleaming,  others 
dulled  by  the  centuries.  For  long  stretches, 
the  only  sounds  were  the  popping  of  tape 
and  bubble  wrap,  the  squawk  of  trays  sliding 
into  cabinets  and  the  very  occasional  ring 
of  a coin  bouncing  on  the  concrete  floor, 
accidentally  tipped  from  its  tray.  Instantly 
work  ceased  as  the  errant  coin  was  hunted 
down  and  restored  to  its  niche,  undamaged. 

Finally,  after  the  massive  doors  and  gates  of 
the  vault  slammed  shut,  Dr.  Kagan  expressed 
gratitude  to  the  police  and  the  heroic  efforts 
of  her  staff,  and  gave  the  order  for  the  alarm 
to  be  armed.  “To  say  I’m  relieved,”  she  said 
after  the  lockdown,  “is  putting  it  mildly”. 

★ ★ ★ 


Back  issues  of  NOW  News 
and  Coin  Club  periodicals  on 
all  subjects  of  United  States 
numismatics. 


for 


Harold  Thomas 


P.O.  Box  7520 
Beaumont,  TX  77726-7520 


— Spelling  — 

A Life-Long  Problem 

[by  Tom  Casper  #982 

Are  you  one  of  those  people  who  are 
spelling  challenged?  It  was  a problem  for 
many  of  us  in  school  and  for  some  of  us, 
it  has  even  continued  into  our  adult  life. 
Recently,  the  problem  has  been  mitigated 
for  computer  users  with  the  use  of  the  Spell 
Check  feature. 

Due  to  the  scrutiny  that  coins  go  through, 
spelling  errors  are  eliminated.  Highly  skilled 
mint  employees  repeatedly  check  every 
minute  detail  before  a die  is  cut.  The  result 
is  coins  that  are  close  to  perfect  except  for 
Wisconsin  State  Quarters  and  striking  errors, 
which  leak  into  circulation. 

By  comparison,  token  dies  receive  little,  if 
any,  proof  reading.  Perhaps  the  cause  of 
the  errors  was  the  heavy  accents  of  our 
immigrant  forefathers,  limited  schooling  or 
poor  writing  skills  when  executing  the  order. 
But  whatever  the  reasons,  the  diesinker’s 
mistake  has  resulted  in  a plethora  of  error 
tokens  for  the  numismatist. 

These  errors  are  not  new  phenomena. 
Numerous  examples  appear  in  the  1 9th 
century.  A Racine  Store  Card  token  (1  845- 
1 860)  from  the  merchant  A.B.  Van  Cott 
has  the  city  spelled  “Racim”.  A Kilbourn 
City  (now  Wisconsin  Dells)  Civil  War  token 
(1  863)  from  merchant  J.E.  Dixon  & Sons 
has  Wisconsin  abbreviated  at  WJS.  Another 
merchant  from  that  city,  T.  Hofmann  has 
the  city  spelled  “Kylbourn  City”. 

The  spelling  problem  has  continued  into 
the  20th  century.  The  token  series  with 
the  most  pervasive  errors  are  the  trade 
tokens  (also  known  as  “good-fors”),  circa 
1 930-1 950.  Even  recently  made  parking 
tokens  issued  in  the  1970s  demonstrate 
the  continued  problem.  These  errors 
are  plentiful  enough  to  make  this  a sub- 
category of  token  collecting. 
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Shown  here  are  just  a few  examples  of  errors 
found  on  Wisconsin  metal  tokens.  I have 
not  shown  spelling  errors  of  people’s  names 
because  directories  used  to  verify  the  names 
contain  an  equal  amount  of  errors.  It  then 
becomes  difficult  to  know  if  the  error  is  in  the 
directory  or  on  the  token. 


Darien  - Dave 
& Evelyns 
Farmers  Inn 
spelled 
“Dariew” 


Hurley  - Paul’s 
Store,  Good  for 
40$  in  trade 
spelled  “Hurly” 


Menomonee  Falls 


- Abe’s  Tavern 
spelled 
“Menononee” 


Milwaukee- 
Milwaukee 
Blood  Center, 
Inc.  Parking 
spelled  “Bolld” 


Milwaukee 
- Jewish 
Community 
Center  of 
Milwaukee 
parking 
token  spelled 
“Milwakee”. 


Mindoro  -- 
A.T.  Hanson 
spelled 
“Mindora”. 


Prarie  du  Chien 
- Lyon’s  Den 
spelled  “Chein” 
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The  Cashless 
Society 

[by  Gene  Johnson  LI  05] 


One  of  the  things  the  numismatist  has 
repeatedly  heard  since  the  1 980s  is  “what 
are  you  going  to  collect  when  our  country 
becomes  a ‘cashless  society’  in  the  electronic 
age  of  tomorrow?” 

The  credit  and  debit  cards  have  indeed  re- 
placed many  former  cash  transactions,  and 
due  to  production  costs,  the  United  States 
cent  and  nickel  are  now  a threatened  and 
endangered  species. 

Perhaps  coin  collectors  will  become  antiquar- 
ians, and  the  obsolete  coinage  of  today  will 
just  be  something  remembered  by  the  very 
old. 

In  a July  1 5,  2008  credit  card  scam  here  in 
central  Wisconsin  the  global  implications  of  a 
cashless  society  became  apparent. 

At  4:30  p.m.  our  phone  rang  and  a woman’s 
voice  announced  that  there  was  a problem 
with  Master  Card  accounts,  and  they  had 
been  temporarily  closed. 

We  were  requested  to  “re-activate”  the  ac- 
count by  affirming  our  Master  Card  digits  to  a 
telephone  center  number. 

The  message  was  so  obviously  computer 
generated  that  we  took  no  action  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning  reported  the  message  to  the 
issuing  entity,  our  local  Credit  Union. 

A check  of  our  account  at  the  Credit  Union 
showed  no  problem,  and  within  an  hour,  a 


flood  of  concerned  credit  union  members 
were  pouring  out  the  same  story  in  person 
and  by  telephone. 

Our  subsequent  calls  to  the  District  Attorney 
and  Wisconsin  Consumer  Credit  Association 
expanded  our  understanding  of  the  scope  of 
the  seaming. 

Originating  in  Romania,  the  scam  started  as 
an  E-mail  hoax  that  targeted  Wisconsin  Rapids 
area  credit  union  members,  and  was  followed 
by  the  computer  generated  phone  wave. 

As  of  this  writing,  less  than  $25,000  was 
stolen  and  will  be  unrecoverable.  Credit  union 
members  will  suffer  no  loss  directly,  but  of 
course,  the  reimbursement  must  come  from 
somewhere,  and  will  show  up  in  costs  to  all 
members  ultimately. 

Surprisingly,  it  was  the  young  who  were 
victimized,  not  the  elderly,  and  of  the  thir- 
teen people  reporting  scam  losses,  nine  were 
young  women! 

Ah,  yes,  the  cashless  society  - probably  not 
in  my  lifetime. 

★ ★ ★ 


Did  You  Know? 

Every  day  more  money  is  printed  for 
Monopoly 

than  for  the  United  States  Treasury! 
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The  Tannery  Pin 

[by  Fred  Borgmann  #1175 


Over  the  last  half  century  a lot  of 
corporations  recognized  the  long  service  of 
their  employees  by  awarding  them  lapel  pins. 
These  long  service  awards  have  designs 
which  are  often  so  cryptic  that  they  defy 
all  attempts  to  attribute  them  unless  some 
inside  information  is  available.' 

One  such  pin  is  this  little  14mm  tall  and 
1 5mm  wide  1 0k  gold  pin  in  the  shape  of  a 
gold  outlined  maroon  colored  cow  hide  with 
a gold  letter  “T”  in  the  center.  I found  this 
pin  while  going  through  my  parent’s  estate 
about  six  years  ago  and  instantly  knew  what 
it  was.  I knew  that  logo  and  can  still  vividly 
remember  the  smell  associated  with  it. 

My  dad  worked  there  for  about  1 5 years 
where  he  ran  the  cafeteria.  I worked  for 
him  there  in  the  summers  for  several  years 
and  one  of  my  duties  was  to  take  the  lunch 
wagon  through  the  lower  tannery  so  that 
the  workers  could  eat  at  their  work  stations! 

I can’t  describe  the  smell  down  there  during 
the  90  degree  summer  days;  you  just  had  to 
be  there. 


The  pin  was  from  the  Albert  Trostel  and 
Sons  Tannery  at  1 776  N.  Commerce  Street 
in  Milwaukee.  I remember  when  my  dad 
got  that  pin  at  the  company  Christmas 
party.  He  rarely  went  to  such  affairs,  but 
this  time  he  had  to  go  and  I was  drafted 
to  go  with  him,  not  knowing  that  in  a few 
years  I would  be  working  there  too. 

What  I couldn’t  remember  was  how  many 
years  of  service  earned  the  pin.  Being 
gold,  I assumed  it  was  for  a whole  lot 
of  years.  Over  the  years  I asked  other 
Trostelites  if  they  remembered  such  pins 
but  no  one  did.  Then  last  week,  while 
going  through  a trunk  of  old  papers  and 
letters  there  was  this  old  photo  of  my 
dad  being  awarded  the  pin  framed  in  a 
personalized  card.  The  pin  was  for  only 
five  years! 


* * * 
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This  morning  (July  26,  2006)  here  in  Niagara 
Falls,  Ontario,  Canada,  I’m  going  to  share  a 
story  of  a recollection,  which  hopefully,  recalls 
and  invokes  the  importance  of  these  great 
virtues  in  life  and  living:  confidence,  commit- 
ment, determination  and  dedication...  virtues 
that  are  important  and  imperative  in  our 
hobby,  the  “world  of  money”,  as  well  as  in  our 
daily  trials. 

My  story  begins  over  three  decades  ago  -- 
back  in  those  halcyon  days  of  my  youth  when 
I weighed  less,  looked  better,  could  actually 
run  a mile  and  party  til  dawn. 

I had  joined  the  Vallejo  (California)  Numis- 
matic Society  in  1 972.  Within  a few  months 
of  joining,  I noticed  that  an  old  gentleman, 
always  present  and  always  dressed  as  a 
gentleman,  was  highly  respected  and  always 
welcomed.  He  was  obviously  someone  who 
knew  everyone,  whose  opinion  was  sought, 
and  whose  counsel  was  appreciated.  He  was 
William  Frealin  “Bill”  Cummings. 

At  one  meeting  (it  must  have  been  in  1973) 

I brought  my  cheap  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dol- 
lars, in  the  better  blue  Whitman  album  to  the 
meeting  and  hoped  that  Mr.  Cummings  would 
be  present  and  would  look  at  a particular  Half 


Dollar  with  an  error.  He  was  and  he  gladly 
examined  the  coin,  explained  the  error  (it 
was  a lamination)  and  made  a few  cursory 
comments  about  my  set,  wishing  me  well. 
This  was  the  start  of  a friendship  that  lasted 
until  Bill  passed  away. 

Almost  immediately  we  “hit-it-off”.  We 
became  good  friends  and  I began  to  buy 
regularly  from  him,  paying  on  a handshake  or 
with  a scribbled  IOU.  I visited  his  house  like 
it  was  my  second  home. 

Bill  and  I were  not  the  same  by  any  measure 
-- 1 was  in  my  20s,  fresh  from  higher  educa- 
tion, already  a card-carrying  Republican  and 
Bill  was  in  his  70s,  never  finished  formal 
education,  a life-long  card-carrying  union 
Democrat.  My  career  was  in  education,  and 
his  had  been  a steam  locomotive  fireman 
and  engineer.  His  jokes  were  old  and  never 
required  profanity  and  mine,  well,  were  sick 
and  profane.  Yet  we  shared  a passion  for 
coins,  and  even  stamps.  That  was  our  bond; 
that  was  our  love. 

For  a time  there  wasn’t  a week  that  went 
by  that  I didn’t  swing  by  just  to  talk  --  just 
some  simple  talk  and  a few  remembrances 
or  an  old  story.  It  was  just  him  and  me  on 
the  couch  viewing  a baseball  game  or  one  of 
the  seven  TV  soap  operas  that  he  religiously 
watched  with  his  parakeet...  and  that  para- 
keet could  be  another  story  too,  particularly 
with  Bill’s  false  teeth. 

One  day  in  1 978  or  1 979  I stopped  by  as 
usual  and  we  were  talking.  It  was  one  of 
those  conversations  that  mentors  have,  and 
you  never  realize  the  lesson  until  it’s  learned. 

I remarked  “for  whatever  reason  there  will 
never  be  a chance  for  me  to  own  the  things 
that  you  have,  Bill.  No  way,  not  enough 
money  or  opportunity”.  I rambled  about  how 
he  had  built  collections  from  circulation  or 
those  great  finds  that  he  had  purchased  as  a 
coin  and  stamp  dealer,  and  other  nonsense, 
you  might  say. 
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There  was  a slight  pause  and  then  Bill,  with 
a small  smile  and  surety  in  his  quiet  voice, 
simply  retorted,  “you  will...  you  will”  Nothing 
more...  no  explanations...  just  “you  will...  you 
will”. 

September  1 2,  1 980  was  another  typi- 
cal Saturday  for  me  --  assorted  chores  and 
errands,  yard  work,  check  the  mail,  etc.  A 
voice  came  to  me,  as  one  to  soldiers  in  bat- 
tle, sailors  at  sea  and  mothers  with  children. 

It  said  “Go  visit  your  friend  Bill  now,  not  later 
this  afternoon.” 

Bill  was  in  Kaiser,  the  local  California-based 
health  maintenance  organization  hospital  and 
over  the  past  year  or  so  his  health  had  been 
declining,  although  due  to  my  youth  and 
hope,  I didn’t  realize  it. 

There  he  was,  sitting  up  in  the  hospital  bed 
with  his  famous  banana  milkshake.  We  talk- 
ed, but  our  conversation  seemed  strained. 

He  was  waiting  for  hie  wife,  Addie.  I joked 
with  him  and  talked  coins,  but  his  mind  was 
elsewhere.  A few  minutes  after  his  wife  ar- 
rived, I said  my  good  byes. 

My  telephone  rang  that  evening.  It  was 
Addie  and  she  wanted  me  to  know  that  20 
minutes  after  I had  left,  Bill  passed  away. 

My  mentor  and  my  friend  was  gone.  To  this 
day,  his  death  should  never  have  been,  if  you 
understand  my  point.  But  it  was. 

<xkxx>o<x><x><xx><><x> 

It  was  Sunday,  April  28,  1 985  that  I at- 
tended the  Vallejo  Coin  Show.  It  was  a 
typical  coin  show  for  me  --  always  something 
to  do  and  always  on  the  go.  Yet,  having 
resolved  to  spend  some  money,  I paused  and 
was  dealing  with  Frederick  Long  and  buy- 
ing Newfoundland  Half  Dollars.  I was  crazy 
about  those  “Newfi”  Halves  and  had  saved 
my  money  to  buy  whatever  he  had. 

Frederick  Long  was  an  established  coin 
dealer  throughout  California  and  his  specialty 
was  Canadian.  His  cases  were  filled  with 
the  cents,  five  cents  and  on  through  to  the 


dollars.  He  was  expensive,  but  had  the  stuff 
and  knew  Canadian  numismatics. 

Whatever,  the  show  had  progressed  and  I 
had  spent  my  few  hundred  dollars  wiping  out 
my  “show  money”  when  he  said  (and  we’ve 
all  heard  this  remark)  “Let  me  show  you 
something  else”  (coupled  with  the  words  we 
have  all  heard  too)  --  “I  can  make  you  a deal 
on  this  coin”. 

Impatient,  exhausted  and  angered,  standing 
at  his  cases,  ready  to  leave  for  my  show  du- 
ties, I replied  with  a curt  “What?” 

He  turned  and  from  a red  cardboard  coin  flip 
box  handed  me  the  coin  saying  “Michael,  I 
can  do  you  well  with  this  coin”.  Taking  the 
coin,  it  was  immediate:  “My  God,  Oh  My  God! 
This  is  it!  This  is  the  dollar.” 

He  had  handed  me  a pristine  1 948  Canadian 
Dollar,  the  key  to  Canadian  Dollars.  As  I kept 
rambling  in  an  ever  louder  voice,  he  men- 
tioned its  grade,  the  hairlines  on  King  George 
VI  and  how  in  Canada  it  could  be  a higher 
price. 

I wasn’t  paying  any  attention.  I was  holding 
the  key  to  Canadian  dollars.  All  that  I really 
heard  was  the  price  “$800”. 

My  response  was  an  ever  increasing  volume 
of  ramble  and  rumble  about  how  I couldn’t 
afford  it,  would  not  pay  by  check,  where 
could  I get  that  amount  of  cash  and  he 
would  not  trust  me  to  owe  him,  which  he 
would,  and  so  on.  His  response,  calmly  and 
confidently,  was  that  the  coin  and  price  were 
an  opportunity. 

Al  Renn  (our  Society’s  biker,  coin  hobbyist 
with  tattoos,  false  eye  with  ‘69’  and  leather) 
walked  by,  having  heard  my  commotion,  and 
confirmed  it  was  an  opportunity. 

But  what  was  I to  do?  Setting  the  1 948 
dollar  back  on  his  cases,  I looked  out  toward 
the  entrance  and  a voice  came  to  me  (as 
one  with  soldiers  in  battle,  sailors  at  sea  and 
mothers  with  children).  I turned  and  walked 
about  1 0 feet  through  the  show  traffic  and 
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between  two  bourse  tables  across  from 
Frederick  Long’s  table  to  Reuben  Lee  “Lucky” 
Williams,  whose  life  could  be  a story  too,  and 
said  “Lucky,  I need  $800  and  can  get  you  the 
cash  by  Tuesday”.  Without  asking  a question 
or  for  my  IOU  or  even  a handshake,  “Lucky” 
opened  his  purse  (he  carried  a small  purse  or 
bag  rather  than  have  cash  in  his  wallet)  and 
counted  out  eight  one  hundred  dollar  bills. 


Silver  Certificates 
and 

Casino  Tokens 


by  Gene  Johnson  #1 05L 


I now  owned  the  key  to  Canadian  dollars. 

It  was  immediate  news  on  the  show  floor. 
Over  the  next  few  years,  thanks  to  Frederick 
Long,  I completed  my  Canadian  Dollars.  Yes, 
“Lucky”  was  repaid  and  yes,  I still  have  the 
1 948  Canadian  Dollar  and  it’s  safe  and  secure 
in  my  safe  deposit  box. 


Sometime  later,  I’m  not  sure  when,  but 
whenever  a lesson  is  finally  learned,  a voice, 
as  one  with  soldiers  in  battle,  sailors  at  sea 
and  mothers  with  children,  tapped  me  on  my 
shoulder  and  said  with  a smile  and  surety 
“you  will...  you  will”.  Yes,  Bill  was  right  with 
his  “you  will”...  and  I did. 


I’m  not  talking  about  the  real  rarities  on  front 
pages  of  Numismatic  News  or  Canadian  Coin 
News.  Yes,  there  were  many  1 948  Dollars 
of  all  grades  and  prices  at  that  convention, 
and  yes,  anybody  with  money  or  opportunity 
could  have  the  same,  but  it  was  his  words 
“you  will”  that  are  the  point  of  my  story. 
Those  words  instilled  those  virtues  of  confi- 
dence, commitment,  determination  and  dedi- 
cation. That  simple  sentence  is  what  mentors 
are  to  instill  and  to  inspire.  Bill,  just  to  let 
you  know:  I did,  Thanks! 


* * * 


The  impact  on  casino  gambling  is  one  of 
the  seldom  mentioned  consequences  of  the 
withdrawal  of  United  States  silver  certificates 
from  circulation  June  4,  1 963. 

The  redemption  clause  of  the  silver  purchase 
act  of  1934  made  each  silver  backed  paper 
dollar  redeemable  in  bullion  or  a silver  dollar. 
With  silver  worth  more  than  one  dollar,  the 
result  was  predictable,  huge  numbers  of 
paper  money  notes  were  converted  to  silver. 
Our  nation’s  paper  money  was  now  backed 
by  a promise. 

Soon  to  follow,  in  1965,  base  metal  U.S. 
coinage  became  a sad  fact  of  life  and  casino 
tokens  began  to  replace  the  venerable 
western  standard,  the  silver  dollar. 

While  little  circulated  in  the  eastern  half  of 
the  United  States,  the  silver  dollar  had  long 
been  a western  monetary  staple.  It  was  as 
“old  west  macho”  as  the  sombrero-type  hat, 
or  tooled  leather  boot. 

In  the  gambling  metro’s  of  Reno  and 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  as  well  as  scattered 
peripheral  Nevada  gaming  sites,  the  impact 
of  the  silver  dollar  withdrawal  soon  became 
a problem.  The  bulky  silver  dollar  was 
standard  for  the  one  dollar  slot  machine 
games,  and  was  almost  exclusively  use  in 
table  blackjack,  the  age-old  gambling  game 
of  “21  ”.  Nevada  banks  and  casinos  housed 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  silver  dollar 
coins. 

The  Casinos  quickly  replaced  the  blackjack 
silver  dollars  with  clay  and  plastic  tokens,  but 
the  hugely  lucrative  slot  machines  of  that 
time  period  needed  heavy  slugs  to  operate 
the  mechanical  mechanisms. 


21 


First  Casino  token 
put  into  use  in  1965. 
Sparks,  Nevada 


Bureaucracy  wise,  the  federal  government 
had  long  warily  viewed  the  monopolistic 
Nevada  gambling  industry. 


With  the  substantial  tax  revenue  derived  from 
these  operations,  a semi-hostile  alliance  had 
been  formed  and  a state  “gambling  control 
board”  became  the  liaison  to  the  federal  tax 
people  (Treasury  Department). 


The  astonishing  rise  in  silver  value  quickly 
demolished  the  silver  dollar  supply  in  Nevada, 
and  the  treasury  department  reluctantly 
agreed  to  a tightly  controlled  substitution  of 
metal  gaming  tokens. 

Regulation  #1  2 was  the  result,  a ten  part 
“can  do...  cannot  do”  list.  To  put  teeth  into 
the  two  part  list,  two  more  rules  applied. 


Regulation  1 2.01 0 defined  the  scope,  as 
tokens  with  a value  of  less  than  one  dollar. 


The  conditions  of  use  in  regulation  1 2.020 
called  for  licensing  and  approval  by  the 
state  gambling  control  board,  defined  token 
identification  of  issuer,  location,  size  and 
shape,  color,  dealings  with  other  token  users, 
and  one  significant  facet  --  tokens  must  not 
resemble  U.S.  or  foreign  coins. 

The  Hurrah  Company  casinos  in  Reno  and 
Lake  Tahoe  were  the  first  to  order  metal 
gaming  tokens  in  April  of  1 965,  and  the 
large  tokens  were  produced  by  the  Product 
Engineering  Company  of  Portland,  Oregon. 

In  July  of  1 965,  four  other  manufacturers 
began  producing  gaming  tokens,  all  for  use 


in  the  Reno  and  Lake  Tahoe  casinos.  The 
other  token  striking  companies  were:  Osborne 
Coinage  Company,  Michigan  Tool  Company, 
Wendall  Northwestern,  and  the  Franklin  Mint. 

In  that  initial  production  year  of  1 965,  these 
five  companies  provided  tokens  for  over  50 
Nevada  casinos. 

Within  a year,  a consolidation  in  casino 
token  coinage  production  took  place.  Size, 
metal  and  design  were  standardized,  and  the 
Franklin  Mint  became  the  sole  producer  of 
metal  casino  tokens. 

The  club  and  casino  tokens  manufactured 
by  the  four  other  mints  were  replaced  by 
Franklin  Mint  issues,  and  past  production 
of  these  other  firms  melted  down.  Design 
standardization  prevailed,  and  the  casino 
token  dynasty  of  the  Franklin  Mint  that  we 
know  today  became  a fact  in  1 966. 

Prior  to  the  time  that  this  occurred,  few 
exonomists  had  shown  much  interest  in  the 
casino  token  “rush.”  However,  when  the 
Franklin  Mint  began  to  issue  proof  sets  for 
stockholders  and  collectors,  a new  interest 
was  aroused.  Veteran  exonomists  began  to 
search  for  and  gather  the  now  scarce  early 
strikings  of  the  other  than  Franklin  Mint 
issues. 

The  initial  stirrings  of  the  Nevada  casino 
changeover  from  silver  dollars  to  token 
coinage  were  recorded  in  the  pages  of  the 
“Numismatic  Scrapbook,”  a Chicago  based 
magazine  publication  of  the  veteran  hobbyist, 
Lee  Hewitt. 

Some  of  the  Scrapbook’s  information  was 
gathered  first  hand  from  the  casinos,  but 
much  was  supplied  by  coin  dealer,  William 
“Bill”  Williges,  of  Fort  James,  California. 
Williges  was  soon  joined  by  veteran  collector 
Agnar  Wahlberg  of  Los  Angeles,  CA,  who 
operated  at  the  extreme  edge  of  exonumia. 

Wahlberg,  who  worked  as  a recorder  for 
the  U.S.  Federal  Court  in  Los  Angeles,  was 
a respected  long-time  coin  collector,  with 
a perchance  to  the  uncataloged  and  under 
studied  in  exonumia.  Wahlberg  then  became 
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the  primary  liaison  to  Numismatic  Scrapbook 
publication. 

In  this  early  casino  token  story  is  a nebulous 
figure  named  “C.M.  Bailey”  who,  according  to 
Bill  Williges,  was  reputed  to  have  complete 
holdings  of  the  early  and  rare  non-Franklin 
Mint  strikings  of  1965  casino  coinage. 

A single  C.M.  Bailey  letter  exists  in  the  Agnar 
Wahlberg/ANS  correspondence  file.  On 
impressive  stationary,  Bailey  is  described  as 
being  in  “coins,  stamps  and  antiques  for  over 
20  years”.  The  letter  is  dated  1968,  making 
Bailey  a very  early  U.S.  coin  dealer. 

Bailey  wrote  to  Williges,  “The  reason 
they  changed  to  incuse  lettering  (casino 
tokens)  was  to  facilitate  stacking,”  and 
that  “Generally  speaking,  the  tokens  made 
by  other  than  FM  (Franklin  Mint)  will  be  the 
rarest.  This  also  is  true  of  the  tokens  with 
raised  letters  around  the  border.” 


High  Lettered 
rim  casino 
token  used 
only  in  1 965 
( did  not  stack 
well). 


In  March  of  1 968, 
publisher  Lee 
Hewitt  became 
interested  in 
the  creation  of 
a casino  token 
booklet;  this  booklet  to  be  part  of  his  already 
running  “Numismatic  Information  Series”. 


By  this  time,  some  Franklin  Mint  one  dollar 
tokens  from  short-lived  Nevada  casinos  were 
being  wholesaled  for  as  little  as  40<t  each. 
This  may  have  spurred  Hewitt’s  interest  in  a 
book. 


William  Williges  and  Agnar  Wahlberg  had 
provided  a lot  of  casino  token  information 
for  Lee  Hewitt  and  were  pleased  and  excited 
about  the  booklet,  however,  this  pleasure 
was  to  be  short  lived. 

Publisher  Lee  Hewitt  embarked  on  an 
incomplete  and  bare  bones  casino  token 
booklet,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  his  two  co- 
operators,  who  had  envisioned  a much  more 
expanded  format.  Hewitt’s  haste  to  get 
into  print  resulted  in  at  least  two  corrected 
and  revised  issues  of  the  booklet.  While 
no  letters  to  Hewitt  are  on  file,  apparently 
Williges  and  Wahlberg  were  not  happy  with 
the  incomplete  and  error-filled  booklet,  and 
expressed  this  to  Hewitt. 

Neither  man  received  a complementary  copy 
of  the  casino  token  booklet  from  Lee  Hewitt, 
although  this  courtesy  was  pretty  much  a 
standard  procedure  by  publishers  to  primary 
contributors. 

The  Hewitt  book  lists  the  experimental 
Franklin  Mint  casino  tokens  to  be  the  first 
put  in  use,  but  the  Spark  Nugget  $1  token 
manufactured  by  the  Michigan  Tool  Company 
of  San  Jose,  California  was  in  fact  the  first  to 
be  used  in  a casino. 

Provided  with  information  by  C.M.  Bailey, 
both  Williges  and  Wahlberg  bought  small 
quantities  of  non-Franklin  Mint  casino  tokens 
in  1 965,  from  Harveys  in  August  and  Harolds 
and  the  Nevada  Club  in  October.  In  some 
cases,  only  these  small  holdings  appear  to 
have  survived  and  represent  these  early  non- 
Franklin  Mint  manufacturers  today. 

Once  the  Hewitt  book  was  out,  Williges  the 
dealer,  and  Wahlberg,  the  collector,  angry 
and  frustrated,  no  longer  had  any  interest  in 
casino  tokenry. 

Rights  to  the  Lee  Hewitt  “Numismatic 
Information”  series  booklets,  including  the 
casino  booklet,  are  now  owned  by  Cliff 
Mishler  of  lola,  Wisconsin. 

[references: 

- Letter  file  - Agnar  Wahlberg 

- “Nevada  Gaming  Tokens”  - Lee  Hewitt] 
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Satirical  Pieces  of 
Napoleon  III 
of  France 

[by  Lee  Hartz  #1219] 

When  Napoleon  III  brought  his  flamboyant 
but  fragile  Second  Empire  to  an  end  in  1 870 
by  capitulating  to  the  Prussians  to  end  the 
Franco-Prussian  War,  he  left  behind  a curious 
numismatic  legacy.  The  French  people 
heaped  scorn  on  him  after  surrendering 
himself  and  80,000  men  to  the  Prussians  at 
Sedan  in  September  of  1 870.  While  he  rode 
off  to  captivity  in  Germany  chain-smoking 
his  perpetual  cigarette,  the  French  people 
managed  to  rally,  proclaim  a Republic  and  hold 
out  against  a Prussian  siege  of  Paris  until  the 
end  of  the  following  January. 

Although  by  no  means  entirely  to  blame  for 
the  crushing  defeat,  Napoleon  was  made  the 
scapegoat.  The  cry  of  “Nous  sommes  trahis” 
(“We  have  been  betrayed”)  was  raised  in  the 
wake  of  Sedan  as  it  had  been  after  Waterloo. 
In  the  popular  mind  Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
was  guilty  of  cowardice,  deception  and  even 
treason  for  his  part  in  the  disaster. 

One  easy  and  readily  available  way  of 
expressing  contempt  for  a ruler  is  the 
defacing  of  his  image  on  coins.  This  practice 
goes  back  to  Roman  times  and  was  well- 
known  in  France,  although  defacement  of 
Napoleon  Ill’s  coins  set  a record  that  was 
never  reached  before  or  since.  Some  of 
these  were  simple  mutilations,  such  as  a slash 
across  the  neck  or  a punch-mark  in  the  eye. 
Others  were  more  subtle.  The  most  common 
practice,  which  apparently  began  in  Alsace 
in  late  1 870,  was  the  carving  of  a German 
helmet  (or  Pickelhaube)  on  Napoleon’s 
portrait,  suggesting  both  treason  and  his 
current  captivity  in  Germany.  These  may 
have  been  a precursor  to  America’s  “Flobo 
Nickels.” 

The  most  popular  denomination  used  was  the 
1 0-centime  bronze  piece,  which  combined  a 


large  working  surface  with  a low  face  value. 
The  Germans  in  occupied  Alsace  may  have 
had  a hand  the  defacement  and  certainly 
would  not  have  discouraged  it. 

Betrayal  by  one’s  leaders  is  always  a 
comforting  explanation  for  defeat.  This 
scorn  for  the  ex-Emperor  soon  took  a second 
numismatic  form  - the  striking  of  satirical 
medals  lampooning  him.  These  were  of 
various  designs,  but  the  most  common  were 
parodies  of  the  engraved  5-  and  1 0-centime 
coins,  showing  Napoleon  in  a Pickelhaube  on 
the  obverse,  with  the  Imperial  eagle  on  the 
reverse  often  transformed  into  a vampire  bat. 

The  legend  on  the  coin,  “Napoleon  III 
Emperour,”  is  usually  transformed  on  these 
medals  into  “Napoleon  III  le  Miserable.”  On 
the  reverse  of  the  medals  the  standard 
“Empire  Francais”  is  altered  to  the  pun, 
“Vampire  Francais.”  On  the  coin,  the  Imperial 
eagle  sits  astride  a heraldic  thunderbolt. 
Lightning  bolts  zig-zag  below  the  thunderbolt. 
The  same  thunderbolt  is  retained  on  some 
of  the  satirical  medals,  in  one  case  with 
broken  arrows  indicating  powerlessness.  On 
other  medals,  the  vampire  sits  on  a cannon, 
sometimes  with  crossed  bones  below. 

Two  dates  recur  on  these  medals.  “Paris  2 
Decembre  1851”  commemorates  the  coup 
d’etat  by  which  President  Louis  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  overthrew  his  own  Republic  and 
made  himself  Emperor.  “Sedan  2 Septembre 
1 870,”  of  course,  refers  to  his  humiliating 
defeat  and  the  end  of  his  Empire. 

Shown  below  are  some  of  the  pieces  from  my 
collection.  In  the  case  of  coins,  the  reverse  is 
unchanged. 


The  first  piece 
shown  is  a 5 
Centime  coin 
with  ‘‘SEDAN’ 
punched  into 
Napoleon ’s 
portrait. 
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The  second  piece  is  another  5 Centime 
coin.  I suspect  the  engraver  smoothed 
down  the  portrait  before  engraving  a 
rather  crude  Pickelhaube  and  military 
collar,  because  the  reverse  doesn ’t  have 
that  much  wear. 


The  fifth  piece  is 
still  another  10 
Centime  coin,  with 
a Kepi-style  cap 
and  collar. 


The  third  piece  is  a 10 
Centime  coin,  with  a 
well-done  Pickelhaube 
and  collar. 


The  sixth  piece  is  a 5 Franc  silver  coin  and  has 
probably  the  best  engraving.  It  is  a Pickelhaube 
with  a well-done  collar  and  shoulder. 


The  seventh  piece  is  a 
5 centime  sized  medal 
showing  Napoleon  wearing 
a Pickelhaube  and  smoking 
a cigarette.  He  is  wearing  a 
collar  marked  “SEDAN”  and 
which  has  a chain,  showing 
his  captivity.  The  legends  are 
“Napoleon  III  le  Miserable  ” 
and  “80  000  Prisonniers,  ” 
referring  to  the  French  troops 
captured  at  Sedan. 

The  reverse  shows  a vampire 
bat  sitting  on  a cannon 
with  cross  bones  beneath. 
The  legends  are  “Vampire 
Francais”  and  “2  Dec  1851 
* 2 Sep  1870” 


The  fourth  piece 
is  another  / 0 
Centime  coin, 
with  an  elaborate 
Pickelhaube  and 
collar.  The  date  has 
been  re-engraved 
to  1870.  / think  the 
original  date  is  / 858. 
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The  eighth  piece  is  a 
10  centime  sized  medal 
showing  Napoleon 
wearing  a Pickelhaube 
and  military  uniform. 
The  legends  are 
“Napoleon  III  le 
Miserable  ” and  “2 
Decembre,  ” with  skulls 
as  the  markers. 

The  reverse  shows 
a vampire  sitting  on 
a thunderbolt,  with 
broken  arrows  beneath. 

The  legends  are 
“Vampire  de  la  France” 
and  “Sedan  2 Sep 
1870,  ” with  skulls  and 
crossbones  as  markers. 


If  anyone  has  additional  information  on  these 
pieces  or  other  references,  please  contact 
me  via  NOW  News. 
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The 

t>racu(a 

Legend 


Phyllis  Calkins  #99L 


Vampire  lore  has  long-standing  roots  in 
European  culture.  Transylvania  is  a real  place 
and  Dracula  was  a real  man  born  in  1431. 
Named  Vlad  III,  also  known  as  Vlad  Tepes, 
he  was  raised  in  the  city  of  Sighisoara, 
Transylvania,  in  northern  Romania. 

Vlad  Tapes’  father,  Vlad  II  Dracul,  played  his 
part  in  the  creation  of  the  Dracula  legend. 

Vlad  IPs  chequered  reign  (ruled  1431, 
1436-42  and  1444-7)  included  periods  in 
exile  in  the  German  towns  of  Transylvania, 
then  part  of  the  Hungarian  kingdom.  Vlad 
Tapes  is  believed  to  have  been  born  in 
Sighisora  (German  Schassburg,  Hungarian 
Segesvar)  in  Transylvania  in  1431,  during 
Vlad  IPs  first  exile,  and  this  perhaps  helps 
explain  our  association  of  Count  Dracula  with 
Transylvania. 

In  1431,  Vlad’s 
father  was  knighted 
into  the  Order  of 
the  Dragons.  This 
Christian  order  was 
established  by  the 
Holy  Roman  Emperor 
Sigismund  to  fight 
the  Ottoman  Turks. 


Order  of  the  Dragon 


When  Vlad’s  father  became  king  of  Wallachia 
(southern  Romania)  early  coins  bore  the 
mark  of  the  dragon. 
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The  Romanian  word  “dracul”  meant  dragon 
and  it  also  meant  devil.  Dracula’s  father 
became  known  as  Vlad  the  Dragon  and  Vlad 
the  Devil.  Dracula  means  son  of  the  devil 
(dragon). 

The  history  of  Wallachia  in  the  1 5th  century 
is  very  poorly  documented,  with  most 
sources  produced  by  Vlad  Tepes’  opponents. 
Fifteenth  century  Wallachia  was  caught 
between  the  powerful  forces  of  Hungary  and 
the  Ottoman  Empire.  In  order  to  survive,  the 
rulers  of  Wallachia  made  uneasy  alliances 
with  both  empires.  Political  intrigue  (often 
violent)  was  the  norm  in  Wallachia,  where  the 
throne  was  based  on  heredity,  but  voted  on 
by  the  boyars  (wealthy,  land-owning  nobles). 

At  this  time,  Wallachian  princes  were  un- 
der continual  pressure  from  the  expanding 
Ottoman  empire,  and  there  were  also  many 
internal  disputes  and  usurpations.  As  a 
result,  Vlad  Tepes  is  remembered  both  for 
his  atrocities,  and  for  fighting  bravely  against 
the  threat  of  invasion  by  the  Islamic  Ottoman 
enemy. 

Vlad  III  Dracula  became  known  as  Vlad 
Tepes  (which  translates  to  Vlad  the  Impaler) 
because  he  used  impalement  (a  wooden 
stake  is  driven  through  the  body  as  a form  of 
torture  and  execution)  as  a civil  punishment 
for  criminals  and  against  his  political  enemies 
(not  an  unusual  form  of  execution  at  the 
time).  The  number  of  people  Vlad  had 
impaled  varies  according  to  different  sources. 
He  is  connected  with  the  torture  and  deaths 
of  20,000  to  500,000  men,  women  and 
children. 

In  modern  Romania,  Vlad  III  Dracul  is 
remembered  as  a hero  and  prince  who  saved 
his  people  from  Turkish  invasion.  But  outside 
of  Romania,  he  is  viewed  as  a tyrant  or 
bloodthirsty  vampire. 

The  numismatic  evidence  from  Vlad  II  Dracul’s 
reign  helps  reveal  the  origins  of  the  name 
Dracula. 


Vlad  II  was  admitted  to  the  Order  by 
Sigismjund  to  encourage  him  to  fight  against 
the  Turks,  and  after  1431,  Vlad  II  also 
adopted  the  name  Dracul  (from  the  Latin 
draco  meaning  ‘dragon’)  in  commemoration 
of  the  event.  The  dragon  on  the  coin  is  thus 
a symbol  not  only  of  Vlad  II,  but  of  his  mission 
to  defend  his  faith.  Dracula  became  a family 
name,  which  was  used  by  Vlad’s  son,  Vlad 
Tepes,  in  his  letters  and  documents.  The 
obverse  of  the  coin  shows  an  eagle  looking 
back  at  a cross,  which  is  a traditional  symbol 
of  Christian  Wallachian  rulers. 


Through  the  years,  the  character  of  Dracula 
has  been  appeared  in  comic  books,  games, 
TV  shows  and  cartoon  animation.  And  it’s 
estimated  that  more  than  1 60  films  have 
had  a starring  role  for  Dracula.  The  Dracula 
character  has  been  played  by  many  artists... 
far  too  many  to  list,  but  here  are  some 
noteworthy  examples: 

Sir  Henry  Irving  (1838-1 905)  played  the 
count  in  Bram  Stoker’s  1 897  play; 


The  Order  of 
the  Dragon  was 
established  by 
King  Sigismund  of  Hungary  (1  387-1 437) 
to  defend  Christianity  against  the  Ottoman 
threat. 


The  reverse  of  this  very  rare  coin  (only 
about  8 are  known)  shows  a dragon,  and 
commemorates  Vlad  ll’s  acceptance  into  the 
prestigious  Order  of  the  Dragon  in  1431. 


Coin  with  dragon  and  cross 
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Bela  Lugosi  (1  882-1 956) 

Hungarian  born  actor,  Lugosi  made  the  role 
his  own  on  the  stage  in  1 927  and  went  on  to 
play  the  character  in  the  1 931  film  version. 

Christopher  Lee 

(known  to  younger  audiences  as  the 
character  of  Saruman  in  “Lord  of  the  Rings”) 
terrified  moviegoers  with  his  glazed-eyed 
vampire. 

Gary  Oldman  (1958- ) played  Dracula  with  a 
broken  heart  in  Francis  Ford  Coppola’s  Bram 
Stoker’s  Dracula” 

2006  saw  the  opening  of  a new  musical  play. 


Many  cultures  share  a belief  in  vampires. 

Here  are  just  a few: 

Asasabonsam  are  African  vampires  with  hooks 
for  feet. 

Baital  from  India  is  half  man  and  half  bat. 

Baobhan  Sith  (buh-van  she)  is  Scottish  fairie 
who  feeds  on  men. 

Ch’lang  Shih  is  a Chinese  vampire  with 
poisonous  breath  and  a hunger  for  blood. 

Krvopijac  are  Bulgarian  vampires  also  known 
as  Obours. 

Lamias  of  ancient  Rome  and  Greece  were 
female  vampires  who  ate  flesh  and  drank 
blood. 

Romanian  Silver  Ducat 
minted  sometime  between 
the  late  14th  and  early 
15th  century  during  the 
Wallkachian  reign  of 
Mircea  the  Old 
(Dracula’s  grandfather ) 
This  coin  represents  the 
coins  most  likely  used  in 
Wallachia  during  the  time 
of  Vald  Tepes. 


Perhaps  the  best  known  image  of  a vampire 
is  that  of  the  Transylvanian  Count  Dracula, 
the  villain  of  the  horror  novel  Dracula, 
written  by  Bram  Stoker  in  1 879. 

The  Irish-born  writer  Bram  Stoker  wrote 
“Dracula”  in  1 897.  This  book  is  credited 
with  capturing  the  imaginations  of 
generations  and  turning  a historic  legend  into 
an  icon  of  terror  that  never  seems  to  go  out 
of  style. 

The  original  title,  “The  Un-Dead”  was 
changed  to  “Dracula”  shortly  before  going  to 
press.  Despite  positive  reviews  for  Stoker’s 
detailed  descriptions  of  Transylvania  (a 
place  he  had  never  seen)  and  his  extensive 
research  on  gypsy  and  peasant  superstitions, 
“Dracula”  was  not  a huge  success  during  the 
author’s  lifetime. 

By  the  time  of  his  death,  Stoker  had  written 
1 8 books,  many  of  them  with  vampire 
themes.  He  died  a near  pauper  in  1912, 
never  knowing  that  his  book  “Dracula”  was 
destined  to  become  a classic. 

[ref.  Wisconsin  State  journal  “World  of  Wonder” 
The  Fitzwilliam  Museum  internet  site 
other  internet  sources] 

★ ★ ★ 


Vampire  Bats  have  a wingspan  of  about 
8 inches  and  a body  about  the  size  of 
an  adult’s  thumb. 

They  are  found  throughout  Central  and 
South  America  (not  Europe). 


This  coin  was  found  on 
E-Bay  with  a current  bid 
of  $103.50. 
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The  Year 

1908 


e-mail  submitted 
by  Lee  Hartz 

What  a difference  a Century  makes! 

Here  are  some  interesting  statistics  for 
the  year  1908. 

• The  average  life  excpectancy  was  47 
years. 

• Only  1 4%  of  the  homes  had  a bathtub. 

• Only  8%  of  the  homes  had  a telephone. 

• There  were  only  8,000  cars  and  only  1 44 
miles  of  paved  roads. 


• Sugar  cost  4<t  a pound. 

• Eggs  were  1 4<t  a dozen. 

• Coffee  was  1 5$  a pound. 

• Most  women  only  washed  their  hair  once 
a month,  and  used  Borax  or  egg  yolks  for 
shampoo. 

• Canada  passed  a law  that  prohibited  poor 
people  from  entering  into  their  country  for 
any  reason. 

• Five  leading  causes  of  death  were: 

1 . Pneumonia  and  influenza 

2.  Tuberculosis 

3.  Diarrhea 

4.  Heart  disease 

5.  Stroke 

• The  American  flag  had  45  stars. 

• Crossword  puzzles,  canned  beer  and  ice 
tea  hadn’t  been  invented  yet. 

• There  was  no  Mother’s  Day  or  Father’s 
Day. 

• Two  out  of  every  1 0 adults  couldn’t  read 
or  write. 


• The  maximum  speed  limit  in  most  cities 
was  1 0 mph. 

• The  tallest  structure  in  the  world  was  the 
Eiffel  Tower. 

• The  average  wage  was  22<t  per  hour. 

• The  average  worker  made  between  $200 
and  $400  per  year. 

• Yearly  earnings  for  a competent  accoun- 
tant $2,000;  a dentist  $2,500;  a veteri- 
narian between  $500  and  $4,000,  and  a 
mechanical  engineer  about  $5,000. 


• Only  6%  of  all  Americans  graduated  from 
high  school. 

• Marijuana,  heroin,  and  morphine  were  all 
available  over  the  counter  at  the  local 
corner  drugstores.  Back  then  pharmacists 
said  “Heroin  clears  the  complexion,  gives 
buoyancy  to  the  mind,  regulates  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels,  and  is  a perfect  guardian 
of  health. 

• Eighteen  percent  of  households  had  at 
least  one  full-time  servant  or  domestic 
help. 


• More  than  90%  of  all  doctors  had  NO  col- 
lege education.  Instead,  they  attended 
so-called  medical  schools,  many  of  which 
were  condemned  in  the  press  and  the  gov- 
ernment as  “substandard”. 


• There  were  about  230  reported  murders  in 
the  ENTIRE  U.S.A. 

Try  to  imagine  what  it  will  be  like  in  another 
1 00  years...  It  staggers  the  mind,  Eh? 

★ ★ ★ 
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Coin  Club  Meetings 

Barron  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  8:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  the  Schooi  Administration  Bldg.,  700  Augusta  St.,  Rice 
Lake.  Contact  Barron  County  Coin  Club,  RO.  Box  256, 
Chetek,  Wl  54728. 

Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the 
basement  of  Parks  Rec.  Bldg.,  1300  1st  Ave.  in  Eau 
Claire.  E-mail  54701.com/coinclub  or  PO  Box  2140  Eau 
Claire,  Wl  54702. 

Elgin  IL  Coin  Club  \ 

Meets  at  7:30  1st  Wednesday  at  the  VFW  Post  1307, 

1601  Weld  Rd.,,  Elgin,  IL  60123.  Contact  Don  Cerny,  PO 
Box  561,  S.  Elgin,  IL  60177.  Ph.  847-888-1449. 

Fishbowl  Wooden  Nickel  Coin  Club 

Meets  the  3rd  Thursday  (April-October);  at  the  Siren  Sr. 
Center,  23943  State  Road  35,  Siren,  7:00  traders;  8:00 
business  meeting.  Contact  Gary  Schauls,  2702  150th 
St.,  Luck,  Wl  54853-3811.  Ph.  715-472-2002. 

Fond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 

Meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  (May  thru  Sept.)  at  the  Senior 
Center  East  2nd  Street  in  Fond  du  Lac.  Contact  Fond  du 
Lac  Coin  Club,  PO  Box  254,  Oshkosh,  Wl  54903. 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Prime  Time  Club,  11150  Valley  Road,  Menasha. 

Kenosha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  (except 
July  & August)  at  3030  39th  Ave,  Kenosha.  Contact:  Jerry 
Binsfeld  262-657-4653. 

Kettle  Moraine  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  Sil- 
verbrook  Middle  School,  120  N.  Silverbrook  Drive  in  West 
Bend.  Youth  meeting  at  6:30.  Contact:  Dave  Hunsicker 
262-338-6064. 

Lake  County  Coin  Club 

Meets  7:00  the  1st  Tues.  each  month  at  the  Warren 
Township  Library,  O’Plaine  Rd.,  Gurnee,  IL.  (Alternate 
mtg.  place  at  Gurnee  Police  Dept.,  100  N.  O’Plaine  Rd.. 
Contact:  George  Efsen,  847-244-5160. 

Lakeland  Coin  & Stamp  Club 

Meets  at  6:45  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month 
at  Lakeland  Senior  Center,  Woodruff,  Wl. 

Madison  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  on  the  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  in  the 
Community  Meeting  Room  atZimbrick  Buick,  1601  W. 
Beltine  Flwy.  at  Fish  Hatchery  intersection.  Contact  Tom 

GaJ  way.  Phone  608-238- 1 722. 


Manitowoc  Coin  Club 

No  regular  monthly  meetings.  An  annual  coin  show  is  held 
in  February.  Contact  A1  Hrudka  920-775-4979. 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
Meets  at  7:00  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  the 
Mayfair  Mall  Community  Room,  2500  N.  Mayfair  Road  in 
Wauwatosa  (use  #2  entrance,  east  side  of  mall).  Contact 
Bruce  Benoit,  PO  Box  210064,  Milwaukee,  53221. 

Phone:  414-282-8128. 

Nicolet  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  & 4th  Tuesday  at  Stein  Supper 
Club,  126  S.  Adams  in  Green  Bay. 

Northwoods  Stamp  & Coin  Club 

Contact  the  club  at  PO.  Box  126,  Rhinelander,  Wl  54501. 

Ozaukee  Coin  Club 

Meets  2nd  Thursday  at  Rose  Harms  Legion  Post,  1540  13th 
Ave.,  Grafton.  (Youth  mtg.  6:30;  General  mtg.  7:00.  Contact 
Ozaukee  Coin  Club,  PO.  Box  832,  Cedarburg,  Wl  53012. 

Racine  Numismatic  Society 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  2nd  Thursday  at  Castlewood  Restau- 
rant in  Sturtevant  (across  street  from  Amtrack  Depot).  Con- 
tact George  Conrad  262-634-0833.  (no  July  or  Aug.  mtg). 

Richland  Center  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the 
Bowling  Alley.  No  meetings  June/July/August.  Contact  Larry 
Schlafer  608-279-1182. 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club 

Contact:  Rockford  Area  Coin  Club,  c/o  Darrell  Schultz,  PO. 
Box  294,  Cherry  Valley,  IL  61016. 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  every  other  Tuesday  at  Maple  Lanes,  3107  S. 
Business  Dr.,  in  Sheboygan.  Contact  Sheboygan  Coin  Club, 
PO  Box  907,  Sheboygan,  Wl  53081 . 

South  Shore  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  St. 
Roman’s  Parish  Office,  1710  W.  Bolivar  Ave.  in  Milwaukee. 
Contact  Walter  Weis  414-384-7966. 

Waukesha  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month 
at  the  Waukesha  Salvation  Army  offices  at  445  Madison 
St.,  Waukesha.  Contact  Forrest  Schumacher,  2300  Avalon 
Drive,  Waukesha,  Wl  53186.  Ph:  262-542-5990 

Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 

Meets  at  7:30  on  the  1st  & 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Liberty  Bell  Coin  Investments,  130  N.  3rd  Ave.,  Wausau. 
(June,  July,  Aug.  mtg  3rd  Tue.) 

Contact  Thad  Streeter,  715-355-5437. 
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Garys 

Coins  & Stamps 

Buy  - Sell  - Trade  - Appraisals 

(Single  items  or  complete  collections) 


Distributor  for  Whitman  Coin  Products 
Wholesale  / Retail  / Mail  Order 

Chief  Coin  & Supply  Co. 

Buy  / Sell/  Trade 
U.S.,  Canadian  & World  Coins 
Tokens  / New  & Used  Coin  Supplies 


Gary  Rosencrans  Coin  & Stamp  Supplies 

P .0.  Box  31  210  West  Grand  Ave. 
7 t 5-421-0822  Wisconsin  Rapids,  W!  54495-0031 


P.O.  Box  254 
Oshkosh,  Wl  54903-0254 


Randy  Miller 

Phone  920-231-6161 
FAX  920-231-6122 


N l M ISM  ATI  ( 'S 


Weiss 

Collectable 

Sales 


£ \ncienl,  O Medieval,  (^foreign 


Voecks’ 

FOX  VALLEY  COIN 
-or-  DIAMONDS,  etc. 

103  East  Kimberly  Avenue 
Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136-1402 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  (>G1 
IIOPATOONO.  N.I  0784.'? 


PI  ION  K/ FAX 
(07:?)  308-0700 


920-731-5451 

E-mail:  fitZ@f0XVC0in.  FAX  920-788-3792 


T(B.\  l*A 

- '/fro  K f 


Buying  Wisconsin  Nationals 


JIM’s  COINS 


(Trades  also  considered) 
also  buying  tokens  from  SW  Wisconsin 


Major  buyers  of  all  coins  and  bullion. 
Specializing  in  RARE  COINS, 

MINT  ERRORS  and  OLD  RED/BLUE  books. 


Please  contact  me  ANYTIME 

Bob  McNeill  NOW  101  L 

P.O.  Box  301  608-935-5021 

Dodgeville,  Wl  53533  608-553-5021  (cell) 


Auction  download: 
www.jimscoins.net 
Full  service  coin  store  in  Madison,  Wl. 
Lower  Level,  Hilldale  Mall. 


Ragpicker  @verizon.net 


(608)  233-21  18 
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Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Holds  Life  Memerships  in 
American  Numismatic  Association 
and 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 


President 

Vice  President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

NOW  News  Editor 

Past  President 

Historian 


Thad  Streeter 
Fred  Borgmann 
Bill  Oldenburg 
Ron  Calkins 
Phyllis  Calkins 
Bill  Brandimore 
Gene  Johnson 


Board  of  Governors  (terms  begin  with  the  NOW  Show) 


2006-2008 

2007-2009 

2008-2010 

Ad  Rates 

Single 

4/Yr 

Bruce  Benoit 

Tom  Casper 

Bill  Brandimore 

Business  card 

$ 6 

$20 

Lee  Hartz 

Myles  Fenske 

Joel  Edler 

1 /4  page 

$10 

$35 

HankTheole 

Tom  Galway 

Cliff  Mishler 

1 /2  page 

$18 

$60 

Bob  VanRyzin 

Mike  Tramte 

Leon  Saryan 

Full  page 

$30 

$100 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 

Membership  Application 

No. 

Name Business  Name 

Address 

Street  City  State  Zip 

Phone  No. E-Mail  address 

New  Member  $1 0 Renewed  Membership  $1 0 Life  Membership  $1 50 

Coin  Club  Membership  $10 

Coin  Club  Address 


Send  $10  dues  and  application  to: 
NOW,  PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  Wl  53560 
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Please  send  information  on  your  upcoming  show  to  the  NOW  News  Editor, 

PO  Box  155,  Mazomanie,  WI  53560.  Include  name  of  club,  location  of  show, 
dates,  hours,  number  of  tables  and  your  show/bourse  chairman’s  name,  address 
and  phone. 


September  4-6,  2008  - Tinley  Park,  IL 

Illinois  Numismatic  Assoc.  49th  Annual  Coin  Show 
& Convention  at  Tinley  Park  Conventiion  Center, 
18501  S.  Harlem  Ave.  Contact  Frank  Zapushek 
Phone:  309-662-0159. 

September  7,  2008  - Eau  Claire 

Summer  Coin  Show  at  Holiday  Inn,  2703  Craig 
Road,  Eau  Claire.  21  tables. 

Show  contact  Roy  Crowell,  715-834-7697. 

September  21  - Rockford  IL 

Rockford  Area  Coin  Club’s  104th  Semi-Annual  Coin 
Show  at  Hoffman  House,  7550  E.  State  St.  Hours:  9-4 
p.m.  Contact  Don  Smith  815-624-0422. 

September  28,  2008  - Cedarburg 

Ozaukee  Coin  Show  at  Circle  B Recreation,  6261 
Hwy.  60  (Hwy.  60  & CTH  1),  Cedarburg,  Wl 
Hours:  9-4  p.m.,  35  tables.  Contact  John  Helm,  Ozau- 
kee Coin  Club,  PO  Box  832,  Cedarburg,  WI  53012. 
e-mail:  jhelm30@wi.rr.com. 

October  5,  2008  - Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society’s  Annual  Coin 
Show  at  the  American  Serb  Memorial  Hall,  5101  W. 
Oklahoma  Ave.,  Milwaukee,  WI.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.,  75 
tables.  Bourse  Chm.  David  Hunsicker  262-338-6064. 

October  16-18,  2008  - St.  Charles,  MO 

23rd  Annual  National  & World  Paper  Money  Con- 
vention at  St.  Charles  Convention  Center,  1 Con- 
vention Plaza.  Sponsored  by  Professional  Currency 
Dealers  Assoc.  Contact  Kevin  Foley  414-421-3484. 

October  25,  2008  - Sheboygan  Falls 

Sheboygan  Coin  Club’s  Coin  Show  at  Sheboygan 
Falls  Municipal  Hall,  375  Buffalo  Street,  Sheboygan 
Falls,  WI.  Hours:  9 - 4 p.m.  32  tables.  Show  contact 
Ed  Rautmann,  447  Plaza  Lane,  Plymouth,  WI 
53703.  Phone:  920-893-5874. 


October  26,  2008  - Green  Bay 

Nicolet  Coin  Club’s  Fall  Show  at  Comfort  Suites/ 
Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond  St.,  Green  Bay. 

Hours:  9-4  p.m.,  39  tables.  Bourse  Chm.  Roger  Bohn, 
1345  Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  54313. 

Phone:  920-499-7035. 

October  26,  2008  - Elgin,  IL 

Elgin  Coin  Club’s  46th  Coin  Show  at  V.F.W.  Post 
1307,  1601  Weld  Rd„  Elgin,  IL.  Hours:  9-3  p.m.  32 
tables.  Contact:  Don  Cemy,  PO  Box  561,  So.  Elgin, 
IL  60177.  Ph:  1-847-888-1449. 

November  1,  2008  - Kenosha 

50th  Annual  Kenosha  Coin  Show  at  Kenosha  Union 
Club,  3030  39th  Avenue,  Kenosha,  WI  Hours: 
9:00-3:30  p.m.  30-45  tables.  Contact:  Jerry  Binsfeld, 
6040  39th  Ave.,  Suite  #7,  Kenosha,  WI  53142-7009. 
Phone:  262-657-4653. 

November  2,  2008  - Madison 

Fall  Coin  Show  at  the  Sheraten  Hotel,  John  Nolan 
Drive,  Madison.  Hours:  9-4  p.m.  55  tables. 

Contact:  John  Krueger  Phone:  608-834-4100. 

November  9,  2008  - Springfield,  IL 

Central  Illinois  Numismatic  Assoc.  Annual  Fall  Coin 
Show  at  Northfield  Center  I,  3210  Northfield  Dr. 
Contact  Steve  Butler  217-528-7634. 

November  21-23,  2008  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention,  Baltimore 
Convention  Center  Center,  1 W.  Pratt  St.,  Baltimore, 
MD.  www.whitmanexpo.com. 

November  23,  2008  - Eau  Claire 

Fall  Coin  Show  at  Holiday  Inn,  2703  Craig  Road, 

Eau  Claire.  21  tables.  Contact  Roy  Crowell, 

Phone:  715-834-7697. 

November  28-30,  2008  - Dearborn,  MI 

Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society’s  53rd  Anni- 
versary Thanksgiving  Convention.  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel,  Dearborn,  MI.  Contact  Brian  Mainar  734-453- 
0504. 
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February  1, 2009  - Eau  Claire 

Winter  Coin  Show  at  Holiday  Inn,  2703  Craig  Road, 
Eau  Claire.  21  tables.  Contact  Roy  Crowell, 

Phone:  715-834-7697. 

February  15,  2009  - Oshkosh 

Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  LLC  26th  Annual  Coin  Show 
at  Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  2 North  Main  St., 
Oshkosh,  WI.  Hours:  9-5  p.m.  Contact  Randy 
Miller,  PO  Box  254  Oshkosh,  WI  54903.  Ph:  920- 
231-6161. 

February  22,  2009  - Franksville 

Racine  Numismatic  Society’s  71st  coin  show  at 
South  Hills  Country  Club,  3047  Hwy.  94  East  side 
of  frontage  road,  Franksville,  WI.  40  dealers.  Hours: 
9-3  p.m.  Contact:  Jerry  Binsfeld,  262-657-4653. 

March  8,  2009  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Show  at  the  American  Legion  Post, 
3245  N.  124  St.  Brookfield,  WI.  Show  contact:  Tom 
Snyder  262-542-5990. 

March  13-15,  2009  - Portland,  OR 

ANA’s  National  Money  Show  at  Oregon  Conven- 
tion Center.in  Portland,  OR.  Contact  ANA  Meting 
Services  719-482-9826. 

March  27-29,  2009  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention,  Baltimore 
Convention  Center,  1 W.  Pratt  St.,  Baltimore,  MD 
www.whitmanexpo.com. 

March  29, 2009  - Eau  Claire 

43rd  Annual  Chippewa  Valley  Coin  Show  at  Holiday 
Inn,  2703  Craig  Road,  Eau  Claire.  21  Tables.  Show 
Contact:  Roy  Crowell,  515  S.  Barstow  St.  Ste.  1 12 
Eau  Claire,  WI  54701.  Ph:  715-834-7697. 

April  2-4,  2009  - Milwaukee 

South  Shore  Coin  Club’s  45th  Annual  Show  at 
Wyndham  Hotel  Airport,  4747  S.  Howell  Avenue, 
Milwaukee.  Hours:  Apr.  2,  2-6  p.m.;  Apr.  3 10-6 
p.m.;  Apr.  4 10-4  p.m..  70  tables.  Contact  Walter 
Weis.  Phone  414-384-7966. 

April  5,  2009  - Appleton 

Fox  Valley  Coin  Show  at  Wave  Bar  & Ballroom, 
2350  N.  Casaloma  Dr.,  Appleton,  WI.  Hours:  9-4 
p.m.  40  tables.  Show  Contact:  James  Bayer, 

Phone:  920-739-1089. 


April  29-May  2,  2009  - Central  States 

70th  Anniversary  CSNS  Convention  at  Duke  Energy 
Center,  Cincinnati  OH.  Contact  Jerry  Lebo 
Phone  574-753-2489. 

May  3,  2009  - NOW 

49th  NOW  Anniversary  show  hosted  by  Nicolet  Coin 
Club  at  Comfort  Suites/Rock  Garden,  1951  Bond 
Street,  Green  Bay.  Show  Chm.  Roger  Bohn,  1345 
Ponderosa  Ave.,  Green  Bay,  WI  543 1 3. 

Phone:  920-499-7035. 

June  12-14,  2009  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention,  Baltimore 
Convention  Center,  1 S;.  Pratt  St.,  Baltimore,  MD. 
www.whitmanexpo.com. 

August  5-9,  2009  - ANA 

ANA  1 18th  World’s  Fair  of  Money  at  Los  Angeles,  CA. 
Contact  ANA  Convention  Dept.  719-632-2646. 

November  20-22,  2009  - Baltimore,  MD 

Baltimore  Coin  & Currency  Convention,  1 W.  Pratt  St., 
Baltimore,  MD.  www.whitmanexpo.com. 

February  21,  2010  - Oshkosh 

Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  LLC  27th  Annual  Coin  Show 
at  Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  2 North  Main  St.,  Osh- 
kosh. Hours:  9-5  p.m.  Contact  Randy  Miller,  PO  254, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54903.  Phone:  920-231-6161. 

March  14,  2010  - Brookfield 

Waukesha  Coin  Club’s  annual  coin  show  at  American 
Legion  Post,  3245  N.  124  Street,  Brookfield.  Show 
Contact:  Tom  Snyder  262-542-5990. 

May  21-22,  2010  - NOW 

Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  50th  anniversary  show  at 
Iola,  WI. 

August  11-15,  2010  - ANA 

American  Numismatic  Assoc.  World’s  Fair  of  Money. 
Contact  ANA  Convention  Dept.  719-632-2646. 

February  20,  2011  - Oshkosh 

Wisconsin  Coin  Expos  LLC  28th  Annual  Coin  Show 
at  Oshkosh  Convention  Center,  2 North  Main  St.,  Osh- 
kosh. Hours:  9-5  p.m.  Contact  Randy  Miller,  PO  254, 
Oshkosh,  WI  54903.  Phone:  920-231-6161. 

2011  - ANA  Chicago,  IL 

(Rescheduled  from  Indianapolis,  IN) 
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Sing  a song  of  seasons! 
Something  bright  in  all! 
Flowers  in  the  summer, 
Leaves  in  the  fall! 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


mmi-mmi  liw-hm 


